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In this issue of 
The Blazer...

Mission Statement
     As preservers of democracy, World Journalism Preparatory School (WJPS) shall 
protect, encourage and enhance free speech and the exchange of ideas as a means 
of protecting our American way of life.
     The Blazer is the official student-produced medium of news and information 
published/produced by The Blazer and ENEWS students. The Blazer has been es-
tablished as a designated public forum for student editors to inform and educate their 
readers as well as for the discussion of issues of concern to their audience. It will not 
be reviewed or restrained by school officials prior to publication or distribution. Advis-
ers will coach and discuss content during the writing process.
Writing Process
     Because school officials do not engage in prior review, and the content of the 
The Blazer is determined by and reflects only the views of the student staff and not 
school officials or the school itself, its student editorial board and responsible student 
staff members assume complete legal and financial liability for the content of the 
publication.
Editorial Board
     The editorial board, which consists of the staff’s student editors, OR HOWEVER 
THE DECISION IS MADE will determine the content, including all unsigned editori-
als. The views stated in editorials represent that of a majority of the editorial board. 
Signed columns or reviews represent only the opinion of the author. 
Letters
     The Blazer may accept letters to the editor, guest columns and news releases 
from students, faculty, administrators, community residents and the general public. 
We ask that letters to the editor, guest columns or other submissions be 300 words 
or less and contain the author’s name, address and signature. All submissions will be 
verified.
      The Blazer editorial board reserves the right to withhold a letter or column or 
other submission and/OR return it for revision if it contains unprotected speech or 
grammatical errors that could hamper its meaning. Deadlines for letters and columns 
will be determined by each year’s student staff, allowing sufficient time for verification 
of authorship prior to publication.
Errors
     Staff members will strive to correct errors prior to publication; however, if the edi-
torial board determines a significant error is printed, the editorial board will determine 
the manner and timeliness of a correction.
Advertising
     The Blazer’s editorial board reserves the right to accept or reject any ad in ac-
cordance with its advertising policy.
Professional Affiliations
     The Blazer is a member of the Columbia Scholastic Press Association (CSPA), 
National Scholastic Press Association (NSPA), and the Empire State Scholastic 
Press Association (ESSPA).
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     Students facing public 
transportation problems 
and parents highly unsatis-
fied can all be traced back 
to one cause; metrocards 
weren’t given out on the first 
day of school.
     “Every time I have to 
take the bus home, I ask 
the bus drivers for rides 
because I don’t have money 
for the fare. Without the 
MetroCard I can’t guaran-
tee that I will be getting to 
and from school every day,” 
junior Marla Rivera said.
     On the first day Me-
troCards, administration 
informed some students 
that they will not be given 
out until the second week of 
school.
     “It’s too chaotic and it’s 
impossible [to give them out 
on the first day] because 
they have to be entered and 
sequenced,” school aid Ms. 
Russo said.
     This situation left parents 
upset because they had to 
pay for their student’s bus 
transportation or else their 

Week one without MetroCards slows down students 
by Ardhys De Leon, staff reporter

child might not be able to 
get to school.
     “It affects me because I 
need to give him money for 
two rides and the more days 
he waits the more money 

I have to give him. In the 
morning when he’s in a rush 
he gets frustrated finding 
spare change,” the parent of 
a junior student said.  
     Bus drivers are not al-
lowed to let students on the 
bus if they do not have their 
student MetroCards, which 
explains why some students 
have been getting kicked off 
the bus.
     “If you don’t have a Me-

troCard, you have to pay,” 
a Queens MTA bus driver 
said.
     In other words, WJPS 
students are not going to 
be allowed on the bus, 

even if it isn’t their fault that 
the school did not provide 
them with their MetroCards. 
Although some drivers al-
lowed students on the bus, 
not all bus drivers did this 
because it’s against regula-
tions. 
     “I wasn’t allowed on the 
bus twice because I didn’t 
have my metrocard. It took 
me an hour to get home,” 
junior Alexsandra Borkowski 

said. 
     This event  had left 
students who didn't have 
the fair to give the usual, but 
true excuse, “My school has 
not given me my MetroCard 
yet.”
     Student metrocards were 
successfully handed out in 
the course of two days to 
the students. 
     “Everyone who got one 
and everyone who chose to 
have one [got their metro-
cards],” Ms. Russo said. 
     In the event that a 
student loses or gets their 
metrocard stolen, they must 
contact Ms. Russo and 
report it. This will not only 
speed up the process in 
which the student will re-
ceive their new metrocard, 
but it will also deactivate the 
old one. This is done so that 
no one can use it and the 
school does not lose money. 
     “It’s mandatory to deac-
tivate them [and] if I have 
them in supply I’ll give them 
[to the student] in a few 
days,” Ms. Russo said. 

News

     Students and families 
entered the auditorium on 
October 1st to induct new 
members into the National 
Honor Society (NHS). 
     The ceremony began 
with a speech by Nicole 
Valencia, the president of 
NHS, where she touched 
on how NHS is about giv-
ing back to the school and 
community. Principal, Ms. 
Schneider took the mic after 
and stated how the mem-
bers of NHS have the “big-
gest and brightest hearts.”
     “The ceremony went 

really well. The speeches 
were very inspirational!” se-
nior Elizabeth Joa said.
After the speeches 
were made, Rita 
Cinquimani, 
Adva Fuchs, 
Ardhyse De 
Leon, and 
Emily Clark, 
took the stage 
for the candle 
lighting cer-
emony. Each of them read 
a portion of qualities that 
NHS defines that everyone 
shows who are part of the 

National Honor Society acknowledges excellence 
by Colleen Fox, entertainment editor

society: scholarship, leader-
ship, service, and character.

     One by one, the new 
inductees were 

called upon stage 
to receive their 
NHS cer-
tificates and 
pins, which 
was followed 

by the NHS 
pledge that all 
members have 

to take part of.
     Ms. Paplow, the founder 
and supervisor of NHS 
gave a short closing speech 

to congratulate the new 
members and express how 
she expects this year to be 
successful.
     “The ceremony was very 
nice. I look forward to doing 
more service projects and 
getting the school more 
involved this year,” junior 
Jody Yip said. 
     Attending the ceremony 
is required to be admitted 
into the National Honor 
Society, along with great 
grades and showing leader-
ship throughout their time at 
school.
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     The school year is in full 
swing and students are set-
tling into their classes, tran-
sitioned from summer mode 
to school mode. Students 
and staff have familiarized 
themselves with school tra-
ditions and events, and are 
ready for the WJPS experi-
ence. 
     Spirit Week is a school 
tradition anticipated every 
year. Students and staff 
participate in various events 
throughout the week, show-
casing whimsical school 
attire and attitude. 
     “I thought part of it was 
fun.  But I think people 
didn’t participate because 
they couldn’t wear jeans,” 
sophomore Melanie Car-
mona said.
     In past Spirit weeks, stu-
dents have gotten incredibly 
creative, Pajama Day, Cos-
tume Day, Color-Clash Day 
and even Nerd Day have 
been used as themes. This 
year's Spirit Week, students 
expressed themselves in 
fun and quirky ways.
     “Honestly, there were no 
innovative ideas this year 
which is why the seniors 
decided to create their own 
pajama day which I en-
joyed,” senior Maria Aposto-
lidis said.
“Instead of wearing the uni-
form, we were able to dress 
up for spirit week which 
added to school spirit,” 

by Naomi Smith-George, feature editor

sophomore Sorena Fabre 
said.
     The week of fun was on 
October 9 through October 
12. WJPS’ annual Field 
Day was held on Thursday, 
October 11 where students 
showcased their grade col-
ors and wore jeans. Tues-
day, October 9 was Twin 
Day, Wednesday, October 
10 was Geek/Nerd Day, 
and Friday, October 12 was 
Team Jersey Day.
     Field Day was hosted at 
Crocheron Park in Bay-
side. Students were able to 
participate in various games 
and activities, and attend a 
picnic style lunch with their 
friends (provided by the 
school cafeteria, or one’s 
choice of food from home). 
In order to attend field day, 
students had to give in their 
permission slips. 
Sophomore Anthony Panio 
said, “I enjoyed field day, 
but there weren’t enough 
fun activities to do.”
     The highlight of Field 
Day was the senior/faculty 
throw down, a softball game 
that the teachers emerged 
victorious in a 6 to 5 final 
score. 
     Senior Spencer Rivera 
said, “It was a fun activity 
that brought the students 
and faculty together. The 
students are most cer-
tainly going to win at Sport’s 
Night.”

News
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Back to back spirit
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     Children who button their 
shirts in the morning, boys 
who tie their ties, and girls 
who roll up pleated skirts 
are not likely to be public 
school students. When 
the public school students 
see the pleated skirts and 
the ties, all they see is the 
religion in the embroidered 
school name and the money 
used to pay for embroidery.  
While the tuition is fact and 
the religion is evident in 
classes, public school stu-
dents see sin in it.
     Junior Rita Cinquemani, 
said that the first thing 
that comes to mind when 
she thinks about Catholic 
schools is “lots of rules.” 
Originally, she’d even 
applied to Saint Francis 
Preparatory School (SFP) 
because, “My parents are 
really religious and my mom 
went to Catholic school all 
her life, so it was sort of 
tradition.”
     According to their school 
websites, SFP, Archbishop 
Molloy, and St. Agnes Aca-
demic High school all have 
tuition hitting just below 
eight thousand dollars a 
year. An eight thousand 
that would take nearly 16% 
of the median American 
household income after 
inflation, which as reported 
by the NY Times in a recent 
article, is $50,054. This may 

seem a little steep for tradi-
tion, but according to SFP 
junior Meagan Connelly, it’s 
worth it.  
     “There are many sports 
teams after school. I wanted 
to go to Prep because they 
had a pretty good reputa-
tion, pushed you to work, 

and had many extracurricu-
lar options as well as after-
school activities. The focus 
is more towards academics 
than sports,” said Connelly.
In comparison to public 
schools, Holy Cross High 
School junior Matthew 
McGovern said, “We have 
smaller class sizes, more 
one on one teacher help...
And it’s more disciplined.”
But class sizes and extra-
curriculars aren’t what come 
to junior Mariana Krslovic’s 
mind when she thinks about 
Catholic schools, rather, 
“Jesus and uniforms.”  
     On the subject of “Je-
sus,” or simply religion, the 
focus at Catholic schools 
is large enough to have 
specified classes and ask 
children to pray. McGov-

ern says at his school “We 
start and end each day 
in prayer. We also have 
theology classes and school 
masses.” 
     SFP Senior Kelly Jean 
Gavin said,  “As a freshman 
and sophomore you have to 

take Religion 9 and Religion 
10 where you learn about 
the Catholic church; the 
gospels, morality, history of 
the church.”  
 However, in public 
schools, the only relatively 
religious items are learned 
in history class and the 
words “under God” in the 
Pledge of Allegiance (which 
isn’t recited in WJPS). Inter-
estingly enough, according 
to the CBS’ news site, one 
atheist family from Acton 
asked that the Pledge be 
removed because “....de-
claring the nation is in fact 
under God...marginalizes 
(students).”
     These basic differences-
-tuition and religion--may 
have led to some general-
izations children who attend 

either kind of school make 
of each other. 
    “Public school kids think 
that private school kids are 
rich and snotty and think 
they are better than every-
body and private school 
kids think they are better 
than everybody because 
they can afford the school,” 
Krslovic said. 
      Maybe this conception 
has to do with some bad 
blood. 
     “There were these point-
less fights between kids 
from my middle school and 
a Catholic one.  The group 
from [IS25Q] just got sick of 
the Our Lady of the Blessed 
Sacrament (OLBS) people,” 
former IS25 student, Vikas 
Peddu said.
     “Rules and religion affect 
the way people from my 
school [Holy Cross] act,” 
said McGovern. “They are 
different.”
     Some don’t think there’s 
much of any difference or 
any reason to fight. “I think 
they are similar to public 
school kids,” junior Luna Qu 
said. 
     “I don’t think there are 
any differences because 
you choose to go to a public 
school or a Catholic school. 
School is school...it’s the 
effort you put into it that’s 
going to make or break your 
reputation,” Gavin said.

Public and private school privileges are one in the same
by Katherine Capulong, staff reporter

Feature 
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     It’s normal for someone 
to have insecurities they 
don’t like about themselves; 
and it’s normal to try to fix 
them. Though the line be-
tween doing what’s healthy 
and what’s not isn’t always 
clear, it is sometimes over-
stepped. 
     Anorexia nervosa, ac-
cording to helpguide.org, is 
when one refuses to main-
tain a healthy body weight. 
The two types of anorexia 
include restricting, which 
consists of over dieting and 
fasting, and purging, which 
is the opposite and consists 
of weight loss from vomit-
ing and overuse of laxatives 
and diuretics. 
     Bulimia nervosa is a 
similar eating disorder which 
consists of over eating, 
then later experiencing guilt 
and trying to desperately 
dispose of the calories just 
consumed by vomiting, use 
of laxatives and  trying to 
work the weight off. Bulimia, 
however, is more difficult 
to spot, as people affected 
by bulimia are usually not 
underweight and have an 
easier time  hiding their true 
feelings.
     According to Dr. Brent 
Jansen of Long Island Jew-
ish (LIJ), the prevalence of 
Anorexia Nervosa in the 
U.S. is 1%.
     “There is a cluster of 
people who develop the 
disease at age 14 and a 
second cluster that devel-
ops the disease later at 
around 18 years. It is more 
frequently observed in the 
adolescent age group, but 
anorexia has no age restric-
tions and can affect young 
children and older persons 
alike,” Jansen said. 

     

Both eating disorders are 
used in an attempt to gain 
a sense of control, though 
neither one is entirely about 
food itself. The real “cause” 
of eating disorders are usu-
ally depression, insecurity 
and loneliness. Writer for 
Medical New Today, Chris

tian Nordqvist, feels these 
are categorized as psycho-
logical disorders. 
    “I think someone suffering 
from this [disorder] will prob-
ably unloved and unwanted, 
because they don’t feel like 
they are good enough for 
anyone or anything,” sopho-

Less is more: Inside anorexia and bulimia 
by Nadine Cavanaugh, staff reporter

Feature 

more Adva Fuchs said. 
     It is very important to 
seek medical attention when 
one has either of these eat-
ing disorders, as the dam-
age can become severe. 
     “When asked how to 
handle a student asking 
for help on the situation, 
first, ask why you think that. 
Because to think that would 
lead to some kind of admis-
sion. Then I would offer how 
to get help, and suggest 
family help,” Department 
of Education school nurse 
said.  
     Malnutrition, mood 
swings, and depression are 
just some of the effects of 
these eating disorders. 
     “For treatment of anorex-
ia the goal is to correct and 
prevent the complications 
of this disorder and restore 
normal eating patterns,” Dr. 
Jansen said. “Usually in the 
hospital we will monitor a 
patient's total caloric intake 
and measure their weight 
gain over the course of sev-
eral days or weeks.   
     Some hospitals have 
group programs where a 
number of patients par-
ticipate in therapy which 
aims to increase their level 
of knowledge about the 
disease....The treatment for 
bulimia is similar to anorexia 
and is best managed using 
an interdisciplinary ap-
proach including the primary 
care provider, a psychiatrist, 
a psychotherapist, and a 
nutritionist/dietitian. The 
goals of treatment are to 
reduce and, where possible, 
eliminate binge eating and 
purging, to treat physical 
complications and restore 
nutritional health.” 
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     Yogi Bear, a small yet 
pleasant campsite. It’s a 
place where parents and 
children of any age can get 
together and have some 
fun.
     "I have never been to 
this campsite but I have 
been camping outdoors 
before and it's a great ex-
perience to have, sitting by 
a campfire with family and 
friends. I would recommend 
it to everyone," Andleeb 
Khushnood said. 
     While some families may 
bring tents to camp out, 

Joseph Malendes, advertising and business manager 

Outdoor fun in the summer 

     It is 78 degrees. The 
wind is slowly blowing and 
the sun is beginning to set. 
The sky is a mist of pink, 
orange and yellow. It’s the 
outdoors, there might be 
trees all over the place but 
miles away from home is 
the best place to get a front 
row view of the stars. 
     An escape from the city 
to spend some quality time 
with nature is what could be 
considered a stress reliever 
for many. New York City 
is surrounded by some of 
the region’s most outstand-
ing natural resources, all 
within an hour or two by 
car, according to newyork.
cbslocal.com. Whether a 
quick escape to the beach 
or woods, a get away from 
New York is a lot closer 
than one may think. 

What makes a good 
campsite

     When campers are 
searching for the perfect 
campsite, there are a few 
things they should keep in 
mind. According to outdoor.
com, they should look for 
flat land and an absence of 
rocks. Another reasonable 
choice is a place with tightly 
packed soil. 
     Campers must also 
check   the placement of 
trees and bushes. A bush 
behind the tent can help 
prevent heavy wind. Trees 
above the tent can be 
risky because there could 
be loose branches. A final 
piece of advice is to look 
for a spot that has a lot of 
visual space. It could be 
hard to enjoy a relaxing trip 
if there is another group too 
nearby. 
     “I’ve gone camping all 
over the NY Upstate area. 
What I enjoy in a camp-
site is that it’s private, flat 

and quiet. I love spending 
the entire day outside and 
having a campfire at night. 
It’s so peaceful and relax-
ing to go camping,” science 
teacher, Ms. Cimini said. 

Camping and its dangers
     Although camping may 
be beautiful, there are 
creatures that campers may 
encounter; things could get 
ugly from there. Depending 
where one goes camping, 
they may or may not face 
wild animals. However, 
there are a few rules to 
keep these encounters to 
a minimum, according to 
ezinearticles.com. 
      If there is a dead 
animal, do not approach 
it. One may not be sure 
if it was killed by a larger 
animal or was killed by 
a disease that could be 
contagious. To not come 
face to face with coyotes, 

Miles away from home  
by Giorgina Orofino, news editor

cougars and bears, do not 
leave food out where these 
animals can see it or smell 
it. Sweet smelling perfumes 
or colognes could also be 
mistaken as food by these 
animals. 
     “I’ve been camping once 
when I was little, I don’t 
remember too much but 
I know my parents didn’t 
want to camp in a tent be-
cause they were scared of 
racoons coming too close 
to our campsite,” senior 
Ashley Urena said. 
     Camping can be fun 
if one   chooses the right 
place and follows the cor-
rect precautions.  

Campsites around NY 
Lake George Escape

Cozy Hills
Blue Mountain

Yogi Bear
Hiller Hills 

this site also has cabins 
and trailers to rent for those 
who don’t want to sleep 
outdoors. Some may think 
of camping as only trees 
and dirt, but Yogi Bear offers 
an arcade with ping pong 
tables and video games, a 
pool and a lake for fishing. 
This campsite also has a 
Bingo tournament every Fri-
day for the whole family to 
get a chance to win prizes. 
     “Summer is the time of 
year where being out in the 
pool or doing other outdoor 
activities is the best. Yogi 

Bear sounds 
like a lot of fun,” 
senior Ashley 
Urena said. 
     This place has 
so many different 
activities that 
its hard to be 
bored. For a 
family friendly 
and clean 
environment 
visit http://www.
nyjellystone.com 
and start planning a 
memorable vacation to 
Yogi Bear. 

Feature and Entertainment 

Photo by John Kang
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     From an allergy season 
where people are sniffling, 
to warmer oceans leading 
to severe weather like hur-
ricanes, climate change has 
impacted daily life on Earth. 
The effects have been 
alarming. Global Warming 
has even revived serious 
diseases like Malaria. The 
health of our environment 
affects everyone. 
Increase in the allergy 
season
     Factories and industries 
release enormous quantities 
of Carbon Dioxide into the 
atmosphere. This causes 
plants to grow at a faster 
rate and they produce more 
pollen throughout the year. 
As a result, allergy season 
starts sooner and ends 
later. As pollen counts have 
increased so has the cases 
of severe al-
lergy symp-
toms and 
asthma. 
     “My 
allergies 
have got-
ten worse 
over time,” 
junior Kyle 
Sandor 
said. “They 
were at first 
seasonal, and now 
they seem to be year round. 
Sometimes I find it hard 
to breathe and swallow, 
accompanied by a lot of 
sneezing.”  
     According to Time 
Health, statistics show 
that the number of people 
who had asthma in 2010 
was double the number of 
people who had asthma in 
1980. This number contin-
ues to increase. 

Feature 
Global Warming: More than just a sniffle
by Alexander Mildener, staff reporter

Severe 
Weather

     For the 
past twenty 
years, 
hurricanes 
have become 
increasingly 
common. And 
deadly. In order for a hur-
ricane to develop the water 
temperature must be 80 
degrees. Now that oceans 
are warming, hurricanes 
can penetrate further north.  
According to Science Daily, 
scientists predict that by 
the end of the century, 
hurricanes will become a 
common sight to the New 
York area.  
     Warmer water tem-
peratures also melts ice and 
causes more precipitation 
resulting in the rise 
in water levels. In 
fact, some people 
who live on 
low level 
islands are in 
danger of losing 
their homes 
and their lives 
because of rising 
sea levels. 

Rise of formerly eradicat-
ed diseases

     Climate change has 
spread and revived serious 
diseases. Insects that thrive 
and inhabit warmer climates 
can now penetrate further 
north and spread tropi-
cal diseases. According to 
Environmental Graffiti, due 
to climate change, there has 
been off season precipita-
tion that contains infected 
larvae which has revived 
various diseases, such as 
malaria. 

Is there any solution?
     There are many chal-

lenges in tackling 
the issue of Global 

Warming. 
     According to 
Senior Biologist and 

Riverhead Foundation 
Director, Rob DiGovanni,  

“Spending our resources 
wisely is the biggest prob-
lem we have.” 
There are many en-
vironmental orga-
nizations work-
ing towards 
a common 
goal, however 
government 
agencies are cut-
ting funds which causes 
competition amongst the 
various environmental 
organizations. Resources 

are wasted as a result 
of these groups not 

sharing with one 
another. 
Rob DiGiovanni 
posed the ques-
tion, “Can we 

coordinate our 
efforts to understand 

the impacts [of Global 
Warming]? How can we 
make everyone aware 
of what we are 
doing? How do 
you get peo-
ple to work 
together as 
a society? 
We need to 
support pro-
grams and fol-
low them through. It 
all becomes politi-
cal and it shouldn’t 
be the case. We are 
making Global Warm-
ing a political case and it 
shouldn’t be.” 

Resources for help
    There are things every-
one can do in their everyday 
life to help prevent Global 
Warming from accelerating. 
For example, people can 
turn off the lights when they 
are not in a room or turn off 
their T.V  when they are not 
watching it. This helps save 

energy. Recycle and use 
renewable resources 

such as solar energy 
instead of gas and 
oil. These little 
actions can impact 

the whole world. 

     To learn 
more about saving 

energy and simple solu-
tions to how you can help 
without even leaving your 
home check out this web-
site. www.energystar.gov/
index.cfm?c=kids.kids-index

     To find out more about 
environmental groups 
and events in Queens, 

check out this 
website. http://

queensbuzz.
com/green-
queens-en-
vironmental-
efforts-in-

queens-cms772

     Also, WJPS has a 
Wildlife Conserva-

tion Club and an 
Environmental 
Club that are 

dedicated 
to protect-
ing the 

environment, 
for all living 
creatures. 

Help protect the 
environment. 
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     When the lives of three 
different teens are no longer 
heading in a straight path, 
they start to experience the 
Tilt as they struggle to hold 
on. Tilt by Ellen Hopkins is 
an inside look into the 
lives of three different teens 
who were minor characters 
in her previous adult novel, 
Triangles. Hopkins’ new 
young adult novel depicts 
the ability to find the cour-
age to hold on to everything 
when its starting to slant 

Shifting into the unknown: Book review on Tilt by Ellen Hopkins

Entertainment

     Whether it’s tales of 
revenge, a fairy tale stuck in 
the real world, or a sitcom 
about socially awkward 
scientists, the fall lineup is 
one that will please all TV 
junkies. 
     Favorites like Revenge, 
Once Upon a Time and The 
Big Bang Theory return 
after their summer hiatuses. 
And new shows like The 
Mindy Project and Revo-
lution are being gushed 
about.
     "The show I am really 
excited about is The Vam-
pire Diaries,” sophomore 
Brenda Montero said. “I 
like it because all the male 
leads are hot and all of 
them are good actors.” 
     TV lovers who are inter-
ested in comedies about 
people trying to navigate 
their personal lives might 
also be interested in the 
new comedy airing on Fox, 
The Mindy Project. The 
Mindy Project stars Mindy 
Kaling, an Emmy nomi-
nated writer/producer. Her 
character, Mindy Lahiri, is a 

31-year old OB/GYN who is 
extremely content with her 
career, but unhappy with 
her personal life. 
     “I think she’s so con-
fused with her life,” junior 
Iman Fadlalla said. “It’s so 
funny to watch her navigate 
it.”    
     People are also raving 
about Revolution; an ad-
venturous, post apocalyptic, 
science fiction show airing 
on NBC. Created by Eric 
Kripke and J.J. Abrams, it’s 
set 15 years after some-
thing unknown disabled 
all technology (cars, tele-
phones, computers, etc.) in 
the world. It centers on the 
Matheson family, who have 
a special device that could 
possibly reverse the effects 
of what happened to the 
technology.
     “It’s a unique show,” said 
junior Gianfranco Leto. “It’s 
something different to watch 
on tv.”
     Whatever satisfies a tv 
junkie’s heart, the fall lineup 
is filled with a lot of variety 
sure to leave all satisfied. 

New shows for the fall season
by Sofia Khan, staff reporter

Show Time Channel Day
How I 
Met Your 
Mother

8:00 PM CBS Monday

NCIS 8:00 PM CBS Tuesday
The Big 
Bang 
Theory

9:00 PM CBS Thursday

New Girl 9:00 PM FOX Tuesday
The Mindy 
Project

9:30 PM FOX Tuesday

Glee 9:00 PM FOX Thursday
Once 
Upon a 
Time

8:00 PM ABC Sunday

Revenge 9:00 PM ABC Sunday
Modern 
Family

9:00 PM ABC Wednes-
day

Revolution 10:00 PM NBC Monday
The New 
Normal

9:30 PM NBC Tuesday

30 Rock 8:00 PM NBC Thursday
Super-
natural

9:00 PM CW Wednes-
day

The 
Vampire 
Diaries

8:00 PM CW Thursday

Nikitta 9:00 PM CW Friday

over the edge.  
     “Tilt the truth, it becomes 
a lie.” 
     The lives of these three 
different teens can be seen 
tilting as everything they’ve 
ever known suddenly be-
come lies. Mikayla is madly 
in love with her boyfriend 
Dylan, but their love suf-
fers a major restraint when 
something unexpected hap-
pens, leaving Mikayla stuck 
between two worlds. Shane 
is openly gay and finds his 

first true love, but when 
death shadows the ones 
he loves, he finds himself 
uncertain of what the future 
might hold. Harley struggles 
with her identity in search of 
attention from boys, un-
aware of the self-destructive 
path this might lead her.
     In September 2012, Tilt 
made the third place in The 
New York Times bestseller 
list and received 4.2 stars 
out of 5 on Amazon and 4 
out of 5 stars from Barnes 

and Nobles customers. So 
far, it seems teens are lov-
ing this book. 
     “I’ve noticed [students] 
are very attracted to her 
books...it is a safe outlet for 
them.” English teacher Ms. 
Marks, said. 
     Ellen Hopkins delivers 
another dramatic, captivat-
ing book that tackles the 
true life issues many teens 
face today. Her poetic style 
format, makes it approach-
able and easy to dive into. 

by Ardhys De Leon, staff reporter 
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     During the past year, fun. 
and Foster the People have 
been mainly “One Hit Won-
ders.” fun.’s popular song, 
“We Are Young,” became 
the new tune of 2012 after 
the song made its debut on 
Glee. Foster the People’s 
song, “Pumped Up Kicks,” 
was one of the hottest sum-
mer tracks of 2011. These 
bands may be thought of 
as “One Hit Wonders”, but 
there is a whole nother 
world on the rest of 
their albums.
     fun. is an 
indie rock 
band based 
here in, 
New York 
City, and was formed 
by Nate Ruess after his own 
band broke up. fun. has had 
two albums so far, Aim 
and Ignite (2009) and 
Some Nights (2012). 
While their most 
popular songs, 
“We Are Young” 
and, newly 
debuting on the 
billboard chart, 
“Some Nights,” 
may be playing 
on Z100, there is a 
completely different play-
ing field when you come to 
their other songs.
     “Be Calm” is a song off 
their older album that has a 
tempo that is consistent with 
how people feel while anxi-
ety may be taking over, as 
well as how they feel when 
they’re calmer. As the song 
lyrics tell about all different 
anxieties and hardships in 
life, the tempo of the song 
speeds up, and as the lyrics 

Off the Beaten Track: An insight into 
fun. and Foster the People

by Colleen Fox, entertainment editor

become calmer, the tempo 
slows down.
     Senior Michelle Rivera 
agrees, “The words seem to 
go well with the beat of the 
music because as the lyrics 
go from sad to like paranoid, 
the tempo does the exact 
same thing. It also cartoon-
ish, sort of like the Night-
mare Before Christmas.”
     Similar to “Be 

Calm,” 
“Carry 

On” off of 
fun.’s album 

Some Nights 
basically tells 

listeners to carry 
on when bad 

things hap-
pen in their 
life. This 
song, the 

high pitched 
vocals that 

Nate Ruess can 
bring to the table 

are heard, as well as the 
incredible instrumental with 
the guitar solos.
     Foster the People is a 
indie pop band which was 
formed in Los Angeles in 
2009. It was formed by 
lead vocalist Mark Foster 
and was signed after their 
popular song, “Pumped Up 
Kicks” became a viral sen-
sation. “Pumped Up Kicks” 
may continuously get stuck 

in one’s head, but take a 
breath of fresh air and listen 
to their other catchy songs.
     “Call It What You Want” 
is about not conforming to 
today’s society, rather being 
who one wants to be. It’s 
about how society today 
is incredibly judgemental, 
however there are so many 
songs out there that convey 
that same message. The 
lyrics of the song are able 
to make this song so much 
different. Though it has the 
repetitive “call it what you 
want” throughout the song, 
Foster the People has a 
way of conveying their mes-
sage with a different type of 
diction.
     “I really like the rhythm of 
the song; it makes me want 
to stand up and dance! The 
lyrics tells you can do what-
ever you want and don’t 
think what other people 
think,” sophmore Ysbel 
Hernandez said.
     “Helena Beat” has beau-
tiful lyrics, that  talk about 
how life gets hard after sip-
ping the poison. The instru-
mentals of the song, from 
the keyboard to the guitars, 
to the slight drum rhythm 
heard in the background 
pulls this song together.
     fun. and Foster the 
People may both have the 
similar sounds that indie 
groups bring to the table, 
but the meanings behind 
their songs also show a 
connection between their 
songs. The two bands are 
Off the Beaten Track: they 
don’t sing of love, but rather 
about hard times in life get-
ting better.

Entertainment

Art by John Kang

In Tilt Hopkins successfully 
evaluates the controversial 
issues of pregnancy, HIV 
and self-destruction. Making 
this book very appropriate 
for her audience of teenag-
ers ages 14 and up.
     “Her style is very unique 
which is why I like to read 
her books, there’s so much 
energy in her writing and so 
much emotion that it com-
pels [you] to read more.” 
sophomore, Adva Fuchs 
said. 
     Hopkins insight of prob-
lems faced by teens comes 
from prior knowledge in 
dealing with her daughter 
Kristina, who gives into 
drugs and becomes a teen 
mom. Her trilogy Crank, 
Glass, and Fall Out come 
from the problems her 
daughter faced and are the 
books that have paved the 
way for all her other novels. 
Her books are cautionary 
tales, informing teens of the 
effects certain wrong deci-
sions might have.  
     “I think there is at least 
one character in each novel 
that she's written [about] 
that teens can connect to. 
You truly fall in love with the 
characters and learn their 
story and feel like you know 
them.” junior, Alexa Laspisa 
said. 

11



     

Message sent. Texting is a 
vastly popular craze. The 
concept of texting is a way 
to express oneself through 
a different element of com-
municating. The elements 
of texting consist of using 
zany various abbrevia-
tions, acronyms, creative 
texting faces and rarely full 
proper sentences. How-
ever, although texting may 
seem utterly fundamental 
or seemingly perplexing, 
texting has a serious impact 
on one’s literature, grammar 
and writing as a whole.
     According to http://
debates.juggle.com/does-
texting-have-adverse-ef-
fects-on-a-persons-
ability-to-communicate-
in-other-manners, studies 

show that compulsive tex-
ting affects us because, we 
lose social awareness and 
forget how to properly com-
municate with each other. 
     We avoid conversation 
yet, long for it. We make 
ourselves socially awkward. 
Conversation is something 
we need to take advantage 
of in this community. Our 
eyes might as well be glued 
to the screen of our phones 
and computers. We need 
to have social awareness 
because social awareness 
is an asset that cannot- and 
should not- be lost.
     “I think texting does af-
fect your writing and com-
munication skills because 
when kids are influenced 
by texting they learn new 
ways to talk. Such as “ttyl,” 

“btw,” they think this kind 
of communication is ok so 
they start talking like that,” 
7th grader, Brianna Evette 
Mendoza said.
Furthermore, although 
texting is a quick, easy and 
fun way to communicate, 
it is detrimental to people 
when they rely on it for all 
their communication. No 
one is born with the ability 
to communicate. Communi-
cation skills must be learned 
through real experiences, 
and then practiced. When 
a person texts, and ignores 
face-to-face communication, 
they are unable to develop 
these skills. For instance, 
take cyber bullying as an 
example, students find that 
it is much easier to insult 
someone online than it is 

face-to-face.
     “I think texting 
does not affect 
your writing and 
communication 
skills. The only 
thing that affects 
your writing and 
communication 
skills is if you 
choose to talk 
and write text 
language, such as  
“lol.” For example 
I text all the time 
and I still write us-
ing proper gram-
mar and spelling. 
In conclusion, I 
think texting does 
not affect your 
writing or com-
munication skills,” 
7th grader, Shaney 
Hwang said. 
     Likewise, ac-
cording to http://
www.ehow.com/

about_6501816_text-ability-
write-speak-
english_.html, while teach-
ers and professionals are 
pulling out their hair trying to 
figure out why text message 
spelling has become main-
stream, not all studies about 
the phenomena are telling 
people to worry. People's 
abilities to write and speak 
English properly may still 
be safe, or even bettered 
by text messaging, as long 
they know when to leave it 
on their cellphones.
     “I don't think texting is 
harming or writing and com-
munication skills because 
my parents make sure that I 
don’t fall into the category of 
“bad writers. ”That, and I’m 
a natural nerd,” 7th grader, 

Opinion
Think, before hitting send
by Esther Animalu, contributing reporter

Art by John Kang
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Think, before hitting send
Julia Anderson said.
Moreover, it is proven to be 
found that an eye-popping 
82% of students who 
repeatedly text, often find 
themselves using the chop-
py lingo, sloppy spelling 
and distributing them into 
their writing. Text messaging 
is outsourcing the english 
american language to be 
foreign, being replaced by 
the "language of text." Com-
mon communication skills 
are being lost, because 
texting is so common in our 
society today.
     Various students and 
parents feel that texting 
should not be done ev-
ery hour of every day. As 
students’ literacy skills start 
to plummet down, many 
speculate that texting is 
becoming harmful to our na-
tive language.
      “Sometimes, when 
people text, they have auto 
spell check, especially on 
smartphones, so it makes 
people forget to spell. We 
are in the generation where 
technology makes us lazy 
and this is one sign, may 
be the first sign of it. Texting 
is harming our writing and 
talking skills,” 7th grader, 
Gwyneth Gravador said.
      “No texting isn’t harming 
our language because when 
you text your just using the 
words that come in mind. 
Just having a conversa-
tion in a different form,” 7th 
grader, Kristine Vicente 
said.
     However, http://debates.
juggle.com/does-texting-
have-adverse-effects-on-a-
persons-
ability-to-communicate-

in-other-manners, states 
that texting allows people 
to think before they hit the 
send button. Anyone who 
texts can check grammar 
or spelling, before they hit 
the send button. This allows 
people to be more thought-
ful, and may even make 
it easier for them to com-
municate in other manners, 
because they may actually 
get used to thinking before 
they speak.
     “Texting isn’t affecting 
anything. Because if you 
think about it, even though 
we text more we still talk, 
we still call, we still have 
conversations, we still do 
all the stuff that we would 
do even if you didn’t have 
a phone, computer or all of 
that other stuff,” 7th grader, 
Haley Davis said.
     “Texting is harmful to our 
writing and communication 
skills, because when we 
text, we text differently and 
obviously we're not going to 
make the writing prefect so 
when we do talk we don’t 
talk properly,” 7th grader, 
Crystal Shin said.
     Texting will be here stay 
for ages to come. Although, 
aside from people’s opin-
ions, texting has become 
an easier way to commu-
nicate with others because 
it’s faster and convenient. 
However if we let texting 
become a habit then later 
evolve into an addiction it 
can take a huge toll on our 
literary and communication 
skills. If we spend less time 
behind the screen and more 
time behind the paper, our 
immense technology society 
just might survive.

Opinion

Imagine driving down the 
street and receiving a text. 
Eyes are taken off the wheel 
for a second and that’s when 
the bang is heard. An inno-
cent bystander has just died.
According to a study in April 
of 2012 by the US DOT- Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, around 70% 
of teens twenty or under, kept 
driving while sending texts 
and emails.
Junior Noelle Dimelfi said, 
“It’s [texting while driving] 
really not worth it. Why would 
you risk your life or someone 
else’s over something that 
could wait? Why wouldn’t you 
just pull over? It’s just stupid 
to me.”
As the 2012-2013 school 
year rolls by, some students 
will begin driving to and from 
school. Some teenagers have 
just gotten their license, while 
others have just turned 16 
years old and taken exams to 
receive their drivers permit. 
No matter how they’re on the 
road, teenagers are more 
likely to become distracted 
while on the road because 
of previous habits, than in 
school or while conversing 
with their parents. 
According to distraction.
org, 16% of teen drivers ac-
count for the total number of 
fatalities because they were 
distracted while on the road. 
In a 2009 study conducted 
by them, 995 fatal accidents 
were caused that year by 
distracted driving because 
the driver was using his or 
her mobile device.
Teenagers aren’t always 
aware of the fact that driving 
a motor vehicle comes with 
many responsibilities. They 
have to be aware of all their 
surroundings, such as traffic 
signs, other cars, pedestri-
ans and the other people in 

the vehicle. Distractions can 
cause drivers to forget about 
these responsibilities. 
Senior Elizabeth Joa said, “I 
don't believe people should 
text and drive simultaneously 
because it can endanger 
your own life and the lives of 
people around you. I am not 
a driver that gets distracted. 
My attention is on the road 
and the environment around 
me.”
Distractions can vary but their 
consequences are all the 
same, deadly. Even some-
thing as simple as not liking 
the radio station that was 
pre-set or changing a cd can 
have consequences. This is 
because the mind becomes 
too distracted to adjust the 
music and in the one second 
the diver looks away, can 
cause a fatal accident. 
A parent of a student in the 
11th grade said, “Teens find 
themselves always with their 
phones in their hand, but do 
they ever think about that 
they can hurt themselves and 
others who are on the road 
as well.”
For the seniors who will be 
driving to and from school op-
posed to taking public trans-
portation, they should follow 
the following guidelines and 
suggestions from the school. 
Academic Intervention 
Specialist (AIS) Mr. Millman 
said, “ We want to have a 
file, to know who is driving, 
what car, plates,  just in case 
of any accident or problems 
with police or anything that 
would requires us to contact 
a parent.”
Do not be distracted while 
driving, it keeps everyone in 
a safer environment. Take 
the pledge to not use mobile 
devices while on the road at 
www.distraction.gov under 
get involved. 

by Salvatore Pitino, contributing reporter

Addictive habits, deadlier results
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     A ponytail 
bounces up and 
down as a girl 
walks to her last 
period class; this 
one is her favorite. 
Inspiring her future 
college major and 
career, this class 
has made the 
biggest impact. It 
isn’t math, science, 
social studies, or 
English- it’s an art 
class. And be-
ing that it is an art 
class, the school 
she takes it in can’t 
be this one.
Unlike most NYC 
public high schools, 
such as Forest Hills 
or Bayside High 
School, our school 
does not offer any 
art programs – for example, 
drama, dance, music, or art 
itself.
      “... It’s certainly been cut 
out of education a lot more, 
in favor of core subjects,” 
English teacher Mr. 
Cross said.
     Currently, 
students have 
their programs 
focused on 
major sub-
jects - such as 
English, Math, 
Science, and His-
tory - along with one 
or more electives. None 
of these electives are art 
based, although according 
to Guidance Counselor, Mr. 
Lumetta, the 10th grade 
Mixed Media class credits 
are counted as the two 
required art credits. 
     Some may argue that 
this is with good reason 
- the future is hardly ever 

Art erased out of school
by Sarah Babadzhanov, staff reporter

based around the arts. In 
college, the major subjects 
will matter. But the arts do 
benefit students in ways 
other subjects cannot. While 
subjects such as math teach 

how to solve problems, 
the arts teach the 

beauty of creativ-
ity, self expres-
sion, and 
individualism 
- something 
that cannot be 

taught the tradi-
tional way. 

     “I think it can 
make students more con-
fident about themselves, 
because the arts are very 
immediate things. Emotion 
is involved as soon as you 
sing..., play a guitar, the 
sound touches you emotion-
ally. Whereas when you’re 
sitting down and listening to 
a teacher, it doesn’t always 
involve all the senses as the 

arts can,” Cross said. 
     According to a study 
from Dr. James Catterall, 
UCLA, art has been shown 
to help in core subjects, too. 
“A ten-year study, tracking 
more than 25,000 students, 
shows that music-making 
improves test scores… 
The test scores 
studied were not 
only standardized 
tests, such as the 
SAT, but also in 
reading proficien-
cy exams.”
Having art 
classes in school 
could also help 
attendance.       
     According to 
American Alli-
ance for Theatre 
& Education 
(AATE), students 
who are involved 
in the arts are 
three times more 

Opinion

likely to win an award 
for school attendance 
than those who do not. 
     Junior Jena Van-
denberge agrees, “It 
would be something 
fun to look forward 
to when coming to 
school. We have 
no creativity or self 
expression in most of 
our classes so it would 
really brighten up a 
school day.” 
     Art is an expression 
of creativity. Regular 
academics teach right 
from wrong. Art, and 
creativity, go against 
this. 
     Education and cre-
ativity expert, Sir Ken 
Robinson said, “If you 
are not prepared to be 
wrong, you will never 

come up with anything origi-
nal.” in his TED talk about 
the possibility of schools 
killing creativity.
     Clearly, the arts - drama, 
dance, music, and art - are 
needed at this school. 

“I think it can 
make students more 

confident about 
themselves...”
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           Our school is 
one with a uniform, so 
students look clean and 

professional according to 
Principal Schneider.  

             However, in order to 
wear jeans, they have to earn 

it. She says that if students 
are able to follow the uni-

form, then she will approve of 
jeans day regularly on Fridays, 

because she also enjoys wearing 
her jeans. 

          Ms. Schneider says that 
“if students do not have a uniform 
code, some students might dress 

inappropriately, and that may be 
a distraction to teachers, Uniform 
prevents competition and it helps 

us focus in school and do what 
you’re suppose to do.” Competitions 
between what students wear will 
not be a problem with uniform 
because everyone wears the 
same clothing.
Junior Leslie Granados said, 
“It would be good to have 
jeans day once a week 
because we should be able 
to express our style , and 
feel in a more comfortable 
zone in school.” 
        Some students 
may feel that uniform 
takes away the students 
freedom, and makes 
them feel a bit insecure. 
Students feel that they 
should be able to feel 
more free in school 
and more comfortable 
without feeling ugly in 
cloths they don’t want 

to be wearing.
             Junior Kevin Solo-
mens said, “jeans day will 
benefit students by helping 
us focus because we know 
we look ourselves so we don’t 
have to worry about looking 
bad and looking similar to oth-
ers.” 
Sophomore Gabby Sanchez 
said, “to make jeans day possible 
we should get good grades and 
have our advisors give us jeans 
days once a week as a gift to our 
hard work in school.” Mr Jurman 
also agrees with Gabby , he say that 
it would be a nice reward for student 
who work hard in school. 
  These students show how 
uniform affects students emotionally, 

because some students may even 
feel insecure with the uniform 

because they feel they don’t look 
good.
As for other teachers, like Ms 
Livigni who loves the uniform 
said, “No, I do not want to 
see kids in jeans, I think the 
uniform is amazing.”
Guidance Counselor Mr. 
Lumetta agrees with Livi-
gni,,“ Jeans day is not on 
the policy of uniform , we 
are a uniform school and 
uniform should be worn 
everyday with no excep-
tions.” Uniforms bring 
many pros and cons , but 
some people like the uni-
forms and some do not.  
Every student deserves 
to wear jeans atleast 
once a week.

by Stephanie Yaipen, staff reporter
Students should be able to wear jeans
Opinion
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     High School athletes 
are rare, especially in a 
small school with only 362 
students. Each of these 
athletes have a certain way 
of dealing with game day 
situations. 
     There are certain proce-
dures which athletes must 
endure on a weekly basis. 
Practicing on a daily basis 
can be considered one of 
these procedures. Athletes 
must practice every day. It 
can certainly be grueling for 
an adolescent especially 
while attempting to success-
fully graduate High School 
before entering College, if 
they choose to lead their 
career in that direction. 
      “We always do a cheer 
on a weekly basis,” senior 
Luca Damasco said. “We 
say ‘Lewis’ three times in a 
row and it gets us pumped 
up.”
     When it comes to game-

day procedures, athletes 
may use a good luck charm 
to boost their egos. Good 
luck charms can range in 
thousands of items. Charms 
of this sort can include 
religious items, prayers, jew-
elry, socks, sneakers, etc. 
     For junior Nikitas Trou-
mouhis, a Shooting Guard 
for the Francis Lewis Patri-
ots Varsity Basketball team, 
he has a cross as his good 
luck charm.
     Originally, it was just 
another charm that he wore, 
but in one game, something 
changed his perspectives on 
having a good luck charm 
for the rest of his basketball 
career and his life.
     “My cross represents me 
trying to stay safe because 
it protects me such as when 
I took it off once, I fell and 
tore a ligament in my right 
ankle,” Troumouhis said who 
has shown pride for having 

his good luck charm on him 
at all times.  
     Being calm is a separate 
part of having a good luck 
charm. 
     “Deep, slow, relaxed 
breathing and staying fo-
cused on the task at hand,” 
Troumouhis said as he 
attempts to prove himself 
ready for NCAAB competi-
tion in a few years.
     Athletes have extraor-
dinary theories as in how 
to win. But, even if they 
are considered to be good 
athletes by their peers, they 
may need the extra push to 
be victorious.
     In some cases, high 
school athletes may go a 
little too far with good luck 
charms. Wearing the same 
undergarments for each 
game/match/event an ath-
lete participates in has been 
involved in. 
     It may seem strange, but 
for this select group of high 
schooler’s, it’s just a way 
to win. Winning is all that 
matters in sports. Even if 
the person doesn’t perform 
well, as long as the team 
is successful, that’s all that 
matters.

It’s all just a part of the game
by Joseph Wolkin, sports editor

Sports
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1). In 2012, how many minor 
league teams are affiliated within 
the Mets and Yankees organiza-
tions?
A) 15 
B) 9
C) 17
D) 8

2) In 1986, how many wins did 
the World Series champion New 
York Mets have?
A) 98
B) 108
C) 110
D) 96

3) There are only a few active 
NBA players who have more 
than 1,900 blocks throughout their 
respective careers. What player 
tops this list and how many blocks 
do they have?
A) Marcus Camby; 2,469
B) Tim Duncan; 2,137
C) Marcus Camby; 2,137
D) Tim Duncan; 2,469

4) What is the only season that 
the New York Giants had the first 
pick in the NFL draft? Who did 
they select?
A) 1951; Kyle Rote 
B) Tiki Barber; 1997
C) Carl Banks; 1984
D) Philip Rivers; 2004

5) How many Stanley Cup titles 
have the New York Rangers won 
since their inception in 1926?
A) 1
B) 3
C) 2
D) 4

     Participants can hand in the 
cut-out in Ms. Sackstein’s mailbox 
and the first five people to get all 
five questions correctly will receive 
their choice of a prize picked by 
the staff of “The Blazer.”

Sports 
quiz

By: Joseph Wolkin


