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Mission Statement
     As preservers of democracy, World Journalism Preparatory School 
(WJPS) shall protect, encourage and enhance free speech and the ex-
change of ideas as a means of protecting our American way of life.
     The Blazer is the official student-produced medium of news and 
information published/produced by The Blazer and ENEWS students. The 
Blazer has been established as a designated public forum for student 
editors to inform and educate their readers as well as for the discussion of 
issues of concern to their audience. It will not be reviewed or restrained by 
school officials prior to publication or distribution. Advisers will coach and 
discuss content during the writing process.
Writing Process
     Because school officials do not engage in prior review, and the content 
of the The Blazer is determined by and reflects only the views of the stu-
dent staff and not school officials or the school itself, its student editorial 
board and responsible student staff members assume complete legal and 
financial liability for the content of the publication.
Editorial Board
     The editorial board, which consists of the staff’s student editors, OR 
HOWEVER THE DECISION IS MADE will determine the content, includ-
ing all unsigned editorials. The views stated in editorials represent that of 
a majority of the editorial board. Signed columns or reviews represent only 
the opinion of the author. 
Letters
      The Blazer may accept letters to the editor, guest columns and news 

releases from students, faculty, administrators, community residents and 
the general public. We ask that letters to the editor, guest columns or other 
submissions be 300 words or less and contain the author’s name, address 
and signature. All submissions will be verified.
     The Blazer editorial board reserves the right to withhold a letter or 
column or other submission and/OR return it for revision if it contains 
unprotected speech or grammatical errors that could hamper its mean-
ing. Deadlines for letters and columns will be determined by each year’s 
student staff, allowing sufficient time for verification of authorship prior to 
publication.
Errors
     Staff members will strive to correct errors prior to publication; however, 
if the editorial board determines a significant error is printed, the editorial 
board will determine the manner and timeliness of a correction.

Advertising
     The Blazer’s editorial board reserves the right to accept or reject any 
ad in accordance with its advertising policy.
Professional Affiliations
     The Blazer is a member of the Columbia Scholastic Press Association 
(CSPA), National Scholastic Press Association (NSPA), and the Empire 
State Scholastic Press Association (ESSPA).
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Before During After
Build an emergency kit Listen to the TV or radio Keep away from loose 

power lines
Know your surroundings Turn off propane tanks Continue to listen to the 

radio 
Make plans to secure your 
property

Don’t use the phone Stay out of your building if 
you smell gas

Board up your windows Turn off electricity Drive only if necessary 
Learn your community 
evacuation routes

Turn the refigerator to its 
coldest setting and keep its 
doors closed

Wear protective clothing

Clear clogged gutters Avoid elevators Use the phone only when 
necessary 

Trim trees and bushes Stay away from windows Return home only when of-
ficials tell you

Install a generator Close all doors
Take shelter below the tenth 
floor if you are in a high rise 
building 
Build a safe room http://www.ready.gov/hurricanes

Safety tips for hurricane
by Leeann Nardella, staff reporter 

     Skies darken as the winds 
swirl.  The ground vibrates 
and ruins fall from above, now 
strewn across the ground.  
Maybe survival is out of sight, 
maybe it isn’t.  The country 
watches in fear of the terroriz-
ing storm--cancellations, calling 
stigmas, cut services--and Hur-
ricane Sandy in the middle of it 
didn’t help either.
     The 2012 election had 
everyone on edge and was an 
incredibly close race. Breaths 
were held till the end, and the 
apprehension only seemed 
to increase with the Category 
2 Hurricane, or at least that’s 
how the press coverage made 
it sound.  Among the power 
outages, the fallen trees, and 
the flooded homes, it might 
have appeared as if votes for 
Obama or Romney could be 
casualties too.  
     Various news outlets had 
stories predicting a swing in 
the election depending on how 

Obama handled the natural 
disaster.  Many major television 
news correspondence including 
Fox News, ABC, and NBC and 
online publication dailyrecord.
com,  aired or 
uploaded stories 
finding a rela-
tionship between 
the election and 
the hurricane.  
     According 
to a New York 
Times article, 
the hurricane 
damaged many 
polling sites, and 
the blocked off 
roads might have discouraged 
voters.  The article also said 
that while people’s decisions 
about who to vote for might not 
change, the decision to actually 
go out to vote for their picked 
president might. However, 
being that the tri state area 
is made of of blue states, the 
Democratic party feared a loss 

of votes in their big, usual win 
states.  
     Multiple campaign events 
were cancelled as Obama 
travelled to states hit by fero-

cious 90 mile per 
hour winds as re-
ported by Market 
Watch.     One 
Fox news article 
took note that 
these  events 
were cancelled in 
North Carolina, 
New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Virginia and the 
District of Colum-

bia and that early voting had 
been suspended in Maryland 
and the District of Columbia.  
     “Obama went out to affected 
places and donated money for 
the gas problem,” junior Leann 
Mello said. 
     “The gas issues were short-
ened and prices went down,” 
freshman Kelly Leem said.

When asked about how the 
storm might affect the elec-
tion in a press conference, 
President Obama replied that 
he wasn’t worried about the 
election right now. Obama went 
on to say recovering from the 
disaster and that the safety 
of America was much more 
important.
     All these connections the 
media made--none of which 
were wrong--had less of an ef-
fect on the election than on the 
people affected by the storm.  
One might even say it was 
an attempt to pick up ratings 
and create hype, as the media 
dramatically suggested that the 
handling of the disaster would 
affect the election outcome.    
But the real damage done was 
to the people who sat in their 
homes scared of what might 
happen, and the forgotten real 
win, hiding among the drastic 
losses, is the survival and 
triumphant recovery.

by Katherine Capulong, staff reporter
Election stood in the eye of the hurricane

Senior Bianca Rosenbert 
interviews people excercising 
their right to vote during the 
storm. 
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     On  Election day, people 
all over the country waited 
anxiously. To show support 
for their candidate, thousands 
stood outside the White House, 
until finally the last count was 
in and the winner was...Barack 
Obama. 
     Barack Obama began the 

election with a vote count right 
behind Mitt Romney, a type of 
play which made it seem that 
Obama was going to lose. Ac-
cording to ABC News however, 
soon after Ohio’s votes were 
counted, Obama won the elec-
tion with 303 electoral votes 
and became president of the 

United States for the second 
time. Presidential Election Re-
sults map can be seen here. 
     “I was upset when I saw 
Romney winning because I 
wanted Obama to win and then 
when I heard he won I was ec-
static,” junior Lisbeth Zea said. 
     In his acceptance Speech, 

Obama promised to keep 
America moving forward. He 
will be working with both par-
ties to solve current problems, 
like reducing the deficit and 
reforming the tax code. Obama 
also plans to make education a 
priority in this nation by working 
with colleges to lower tuition 

and amongst other addressing 
other issues during his term.
     “He can't do it on his own. 
He needs Republicans to 
share power. I do think that 
Republicans are going to be 
more willing to negotiate now 
that they know they have to 
deal with him for another four 

years,” Global Studies teacher 
Mr. Sosa said. 
     Obama’s victory was cel-
ebrated by many outside of the 
White House in Washington 
D.C, as well as through social 
media websites such as Face-
book and Twitter. 
     “I actually had faith in him 

Obama’s victory: America continues to 
move ‘Forward’

by Ardhys De Leon, staff reporter

and I knew he was going to 
win. I was so happy when I saw 
that he won,” junior Dwanet 
Perry said. 
     “America is moving forward 
and Obama has assured this 
in his campaigns because the 
promises that have already 
been made in his campaign, 

have already been accom-
plished like not using Health 
Care as a voucher,” sophomore 
Daria Lee said. 
     “It’s great that he got elect-
ed once again, and that we 
wouldn't have a terrible presi-
dent, like Romney,” sophomore 
Brenda Montero said. 

www.washingtonpost.com
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     It’s been several weeks 
since Hurricane Sandy de-
stroyed much of the coastal 
region within the eastern part 
of the United States. The storm 
was one of the most devastat-
ing disasters that millions of 
people have witnessed over 
the past few decades. Hur-
ricane Sandy caused over 100 
deaths which isn’t even close 
to the amount that died during 
Hurricane Katrina. 
     However, even though the 
death toll isn’t too high, it isn’t 
fair to compare the two storms. 
Katrina hit an area which is 
prone to hurricanes as they 
even have levi’s to block the 
waves from rising above the 
barriers. Meanwhile, Sandy 
slammed into areas across the 
east coast that haven’t seen 
hurricanes in a long time and 
haven’t prepared for such a 
storm for several years. 
     The two severe storms 
are clearly devastating, but 
each of them had impacts that 

harmed people all across the 
country. Evacuations were a 
must throughout Hurricane 
Sandy as most people living 
by areas surrounded by water 
as people in North and South 
Carolina, Virginia, Delaware, 
New Jersey, New York City, 
Long Island, Connecticut as 
well as several other com-
munities within the northeast 
corridor of the country. Once 

Let there be light
by Joseph Wolkin, staff reporter

     Once Hurricane Sandy 
reached New York, everything 
started to go downhill. Sandy 
created floods, broken trees, 
90 mile an hour winds, power 
outages, gas shortages and 
deaths. No one expected the 
damage to be so severe, and 
many were unprepared for the 
damages. The subway 
and tunnels were closed 
for days because of the 
flooding. It took people 
in Long Island a month 
to get their electricity 
back. 
     NY1 has stated that every-
one was supposed to get their 
power back by November 15th, 
but it’s been almost a month 
and people in Long Island are 
still without power. They are 
getting food and medical help 
by the New York officials as 
they try to rebuild their towns.

     “I think that New York 
handled the hurricane well 
because they opened shelters 
and told us to evacuate our 
houses. They also warned us 
how dangerous it will be,” said 
Gabriella Luciano, senior.
     It took Manhattan around 
three days to get their power 

restored, while it took 
weeks for other places 
in New York to gain 
power. It is almost like 
the city officials forgot 
that other places in N.Y. 

exist. They discarded the other 
boroughs of New York and 
Long Island because it appears 
less important to them. 
     According to examiner.com, 
the storm surge in Kings Point 
caused the sea to rise by 12.5 
feet, while Manhattan’s surge 
was at 9 feet. Even though 
9 feet is a lot, the storm was 

 Hurricane Sandy ruined everything
by Caroline Kanavatsas, staff reporter

people returned to their homes 
after the storm of 1,000 miles 
in diameter ended, most came 
back to power outages which 
devastated over eight million 
people according to the Huff-
ington Post. 
     “We heard a noise and it 
was the side of the roof, but we 
didn’t have power during Hur-
ricane Irene,” sophomore Tina 
Kouridakis said.

     Kouridakis wasn’t even 
close to anyone within the 
school’s community to have 
damage from the storm. More 
importantly, most of the staff 
as well as several students 
struggled to survive through-
out the duration of two weeks 
without power. 
     “I stayed out of my house 
and walked around my de-
stroyed neighborhood,” junior 
Sage O’Brien said. “No inter-
net, I felt Amish as I was sitting 
in the dark and by candle light. 
I went out in the middle of the 
storm and we had no heat 
either.”
     The stories continue for 
most of the students as the 
electricity issues plagued them 
once the storm was over. Over-
coming the struggles which 
people endured throughout 
the weeks and will continue to 
endure for months of rebuilding 
will be beyond a challenge, but 
the people of America will con-
tinue to work together to unite 
the nation once again.

more severe in places in Long 
Island.
     It is understandable that re-
building houses and damages 
takes a while, but fixing electri-
cal wires is taking a lot longer 
than expected with places with 
little damage, and people are 
criticizing companies because 
of the amount of time it is tak-
ing them to fix the electricity.
     “My family was impacted by 
the storm when a tree fell on 
my uncle’s house, said John 
Kosnar, 7th grade.
     Gas stations were very un-
prepared, instead of saving gas 
before the storm, they took no 
action to save up their supplies. 
Gas trucks didn’t arrive to gas 
stations for around 3 days and 
a huge gas shortage started. 
It took half a month to get it all 
under control, and it could’ve 
been avoided if gas stations 

have stacked up gas for the 
storm.
     “The gas shortage was ri-
diculous because it was hard to 
get around anywhere, and the 
gas lines were very long,” said 
Samantha Matos, senior.
According to huffingtonpost.
com, the National Hurricane 
Center stated that, “Sandy's 
pure kinetic energy for storm 
surge and wave "destruction 
potential" reached a 5.8 on the 
National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration's 0 to 6 
scale. ”
     60 people died in New York, 
and 48 of those deaths were 
from NYC. According to ex-
aminer.com,  “ likely to be the 
most damaging hurricane ever, 
despite not being the most 
powerful to ever have made 
landfall. Sandy has caused $50 
billion in damages.

Damages done around New York were worse than expected. “No one 
was really prepared for anything that happened, everyone thought it 
wouldn’t be as bad,” Fiona Rajkaran, college student said.

No one 
expected 
the damage 
to be so 
severe
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     In the aftermath of Sandy, 
several facilities were damaged 
or destroyed, one of them be-
ing the NY Aquarium in Coney 
Island. 
     The aquarium 
was badly dam-
aged and will most 
likely not open for 
another several 
months, or perhaps 
for over a year. 
Powerful hurricane 
winds destroyed 
oxygen suppliers 
to the fish tanks. Ocean water 
mixed with tank water, and the 
chemical reactions between the 
two substances resulted in the 
death of several fish species. 
Several hundred fish were 
reported dead by aquarium 
officials.
     “Most aquatic life is ex-
tremely sensitive to changes 
in salinity and temperature. A 
hurricane surge would have af-
fected both, particularly salinity. 
Saltwater fish can be affected if 

the salinity is raised or lowered 
and ocean salinity is different 
from the tanks of specific spe-
cies. Most freshwater fish are 
sensitive to any salinity so the 

salt water kills them 
outright,” chemistry 
teacher Dr. Barib-
ault said. 
     In fact, accord-
ing to Brooklyn 
NY1, every single 
koi fish died. The 
hurricane deci-
mated the exhibit 

and swept the fish away. Other 
exhibits were also damaged 
due to loss of power or flood-
ing. The aquarium was com-
pletely flooded and was three 
feet deep in certain areas of 
the aquarium. Workers pumped 
and filtered out the water in the 
buildings. 
     According to Brooklyn NY1, 
the aquarium’s new project, 
Ocean Wonders: Sharks has 
been postponed indefinitely. 
Officials are trying their best 

by Alexander Mildener, staff reporter

NY Aquarium Suffers 
Heavy Casualties 

to fix all the issues at the 
aquarium and are making good 
progress. However, according 
to aquarium official Melissa 
Carp, “its going to be a very 
long recovery.”  
     On the other hand, not 
all animals were affected by 
the hurricane. The walruses, 
especially the pup seemed to 
enjoy themselves during the 
storm. Walruses are found 
throughout the Arctic and 
are used to severe weather. 
The other marine mammals 
throughout the aquarium did 
significantly better than most of 
the fish species because they 
are not as sensitive to changes 
in temperature and ph. 
     All of Coney Island was 
heavily damaged. The board-
walk was demolished due to 
massive waves triggered by 
powerful hurricane winds. 
Several stores throughout the 
town were also damaged. The 
community of Coney Island is 
struggling to get by.    

     So much chaos, so much 
confusion, so much disfunction. 
All due to the tragedy of Hur-
ricane Sandy. 
     A couple of days prior to 
Hurricane Sandy, the MTA an-
nounced that they were going 
to shut down all transportation 
due to weather reports showing 
a bad storm on its way to New 
York. However, some depots 
waited until the night of Hur-
ricane Sandy to shut down all 
transportation.
     “After Sandy the buses 
that took me to work weren’t 
running so I had to catch a ride 
with my friend Brandon, which 
made me an hour late to work, 
which almost cost me my job.” 
senior Gabriela Luciano said. 
     Hurricane Sandy hit on 
October 29th and definitely left 
its mark, which is why the MTA 
had to suspend any transporta-
tion at 7pm the night prior.
     “It’s been a long couple of 
days dealing with the disas-
ter that hurricane Sandy left 
behind, but I have to say I’m 
happy to get back out in the 
streets and get people to where 
they need to be. It’s the least I 
can do.” MTA bus driver Kevin 
Geraghty, said.
     While this may have been 
causing a lot of confusion it 
was the best decision made. 
Hurricane Sandy blew through 
so many cities destroying 
homes and parting families, but 
due to the MTA shutting down 
that may have saved thou-
sands of lives. 

MTA’s 
Shutdown 
by Joseph Malendes, staff 
reporter

Lights out….for weeks 
     Mother Nature has struck 
once again. The powerful, 
unforgettable, and historical 
Hurricane Sandy struck the 
Tri-state area on October 30th, 
2012. Plenty of people lost 
their homes, power, and even 
lives. Power outages occurred 
from Seaside Heights, NJ all 
the way to upstate Rockland 
County, NY. 
     Some places, such as the 
notable attraction the Jersey 
Shore, were ripped to shreds 
and ruined. Even the ‘city that 
never sleeps’ evidently did 
have its resting period; lower 
Manhattan was empty and 
dark, the Holland Tunnel was 
severely flooded, and beaches 
were washed onto land, de-
molishing homes, vehicles, and 
communities.“The day after the 
storm, trees were all over, on 

cars, on houses, in the 
middle of the streets, 
and a tree landed on 
my house resulting 
in me have no power 
for only two days, but 
still it was misery,” 8th 
grader Natalie Kalama-
ras said. 
      Multiple situations 
occurred in many other 
various locations in New York 
and New Jersey. However, one 
place in particular that was 
affected detrimentally were 
the Rockaways Islands. Far 
Rockaway, Rockaway, and 
Breezy Point are surrounded 
by water, and suffered from 
serious water damage, long 
lasting power outages and 
even a gas wildfire in Breezy 
Point. These ruined precious 
residential units. The entire 

Peninsula of Rockaway 
that inhabits some 
230,000 plus people, 
was blacked out the 
day of the storm, lasting 

two whole weeks, at the 
minimum for some. 

     “I lost my power as 
soon as the wind started to 
pick up, a tree basically fell 

on my cable line resulting 
in me having no power for an 
entire week and a half,” senior 
Abigail Bogle said. “The storm 
changed the lives of people 
affected forever. Even though it 
was two weeks, I feel this is a 
storm no one expected to come 
and commit so much damage.”
     Although Hurricane Sandy 
was unexpected, the commu-
nity as a whole came together 
to work things out and step 
ahead. 

by Jamel Rogers, staff reporter
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     The PSATs may not be the 
real deal, but students put their 
best effort into the exam on 
October 17. These exams help 
prepare and assess student’s 
strengths and weaknesses 
before taking the SAT.
     Too many students don’t 
take the PSATS seriously. 
Many students think that be-
cause it is an assessment and 
does not count, there’s no need 
to study or actually take it like 
the real deal. However, there 
are many advantages in taking 
the PSAT. 
     “They are important to me 
because they gave me a good 
idea of where I stand on taking 
the actual SATs,” junior Mikey 
Fountos said.
     “The PSATs are very benefi-
cial to students. It gives them 
a good idea of where they’re 

at academically. It also tells 
students what type of ques-
tions are going to appear on 
the actual SATs and what areas 
they need to work on,” science 
teacher and PSAT proctor Ms. 
Douvres said.
     The PSATs also give test 
takers an opportunity for early 
scholarships. Students with 
high scores often receive many 

PSAT: Do the cons really overweigh the pros?
by Diego Huerta, staff reporter

     Approaching the John Jay 
building, anxiety overwhelmed 
me, wondering what my first 
college class would teach me. 
In the criminal justice class-
room, I was surprised to see 
how interesting the material 
was and how kind everyone 
was, including the professor. 
By the end of class, the build-
ing that I entered jittery, I exited 
smiling confidently because I 
took the first step toward my 
future.
     Getting into this program is 
quite easy. The College Now 
(http://collegenow.cuny.edu/col-
lege-credit-courses/) program 
allows High School students to 
apply for any college classes at 
any CUNY for the completion 
of up to three credits per class. 
Each CUNY has their own ap-
plication requirements but they 
generally consist of a regents 
score on a certain subject, 
class GPA or a PSAT score.
     “It provides an insight into 
what college is like and our 
research has shown that it’s 
a motivator for High School 
students as they enter college,” 

Deputy director of College 
Now, Jeanette Kim said. 
     This program is free, allows 
students to earn college cred-
its, and prepares them for the 
transition from High School to 
College. It is also an alternate 
to the High School AP classes 
since it is an AP exam that 
solely determines if the three 
credits will be given. While 

Junior in Highschool going to College  
by Ardhys Deleon, staff reporter

The exciting experience of receiving the admissions letter from John 
Jay for the College Now program was one of the best moments in my 
High School career. It felt like getting an admissions letter to the col-
lege of my choice. Photo by Ardhys De Leon. 

for the College Now program, 
students receive the credits as 
long as they get a C or higher 
in the class. 
     “[This program] allowed me 
to experience college life, and 
its just an easy way for hard-
working high school students 
to earn college credits for free,” 
Forest Hills High School  senior 
Francis Povis said. 

     Because of this program, 
planning a college career is 
possible while attending high 
school as early as junior year. 
The opportunity to take differ-
ent classes in fields of interest 
helps students consider what 
to major in. 
     After taking several classes, 
it is clear that Forensic Psy-
chology is a career I would like 
to pursue. Planning to take all 
College Now classes that are 
core requirements and major 
requirements until graduation 
is a method to get prepared 
for the study of this profession. 
Thanks to this program, the 
cost for college will be lower, 
as I will be entering my fresh-
man year with already-earned 
credits. 
     “I did two programs, criminal 
justice and psychology. Crimi-
nal justice was very fun and 
informative as an introduction 
to the field and made me more 
interested. Psychology has 
also helped me explore another 
possible future plan for col-
lege,”  Laguardia High School 
for Arts  junior Xian Eley said. 

scholarships from different 
colleges.
     “At first, I took it as a joke 
because I didn’t really take it 
seriously. Later on during soph-
omore and junior year, I found 
taking the PSATs to be helpful,” 
senior Naomi Whyte said.
     The PSATs are a great way 
to practice for the real SATs. 
Students can work on pacing 

themselves so that when they 
take the actual SAT, they don’t 
struggle with the timing. 
     “The PSAT has been help-
ful, as the PSAT had given me 
a similar test to that of the SAT. 
Because the PSAT gave me 
similar questions to that on the 
SAT, I was able to boost my 
grade by a few points,” senior 
Francesco Amadeo said.
     For freshman taking the 
PSATs for the first time, this 
could be a great way to see 
what they’re up against. Fresh-
man should seize the chance 
and actually see where they 
stand.
     “I found the exam to be 
helpful because now I know 
what to prepare for the next 
two years,” freshman Justin 
Watkins said.
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