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Mission Statement
     As preservers of democ-
racy, World Journalism Preparatory 
School (WJPS) shall protect, encour-
age and enhance free speech and 
the exchange of ideas as a means of 
protecting our American way of life.
     The Blazer is the official student-
produced medium of news and infor-
mation published/produced by The 
Blazer and ENEWS students. The 
Blazer has been established as a 
designated public forum for student 
editors to inform and educate their 
readers as well as for the discus-
sion of issues of concern to their 
audience. It will not be reviewed or 
restrained by school officials prior to 
publication or distribution. Advisers 
will coach and discuss content dur-
ing the writing process.
Writing Process
     Because school officials do not 
engage in prior review, and the con-
tent of the The Blazer is determined 
by and reflects only the views of the 
student staff and not school officials 
or the school itself, its student edito-
rial board and responsible student 
staff members assume complete 
legal and financial liability for the 
content of the publication.
Editorial Board
     The editorial board, which con-
sists of the staff’s student editors, 
OR HOWEVER THE DECISION IS 
MADE will determine the content, 
including all unsigned editorials. The 
views stated in editorials represent 
that of a majority of the editorial 
board. Signed columns or reviews 
represent only the opinion of the 
author. 

Letters
     The Blazer may accept letters to 
the editor, guest columns and news 
releases from students, faculty, 
administrators, community residents 
and the general public. We ask that 
letters to the editor, guest columns 
or other submissions be 300 words 
or less and contain the author’s 
name, address and signature. All 
submissions will be verified.
      The Blazer editorial board 
reserves the right to withhold a letter 
or column or other submission and/
OR return it for revision if it contains 
unprotected speech or gram-
matical errors that could hamper 
its meaning. Deadlines for letters 
and columns will be determined by 
each year’s student staff, allow-
ing sufficient time for verification of 
authorship prior to publication.
Errors
     Staff members will strive to 
correct errors prior to publication; 
however, if the editorial board deter-
mines a significant error is printed, 
the editorial board will determine 
the manner and timeliness of a cor-
rection.
Advertising
     The Blazer’s editorial board 
reserves the right to accept or reject 
any ad in accordance with its adver-
tising policy.

Professional Affiliations
The Blazer is a member of the Co-
lumbia Scholastic Press Association 
(CSPA), National Scholastic Press 
Association (NSPA), and the Empire 
State Scholastic Press Association 
(ESSPA).
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Sarah Han’s strong minded 
personality is one that we may all 
look up to as a true hero. Despite 
the disadvantages that she had 
faced due to her neurofibromatosis 
she refused to be considered dif-
ferent than everyone else and was 
dedicated in being treated like a 
regular student. 

“She had a strong character 
and a strong desire. She didn’t 
want people to see her disability 
and she did everything,” Sarah’s 
paraprofessional Maria Valetk, 
said. 

After a spinal operation in 
seventh grade Sarah no longer 
knew how to walk. While some 
may have given up hope, she 
re-taught herself how to walk. Five 
years later, Sarah graduated with 
the class of 2011 in which was a 
major accomplishment in her life 
and then began her college at 
Queensborough Community Col-
lege in hopes of becoming the first 
to graduate with a college degree 
in her family. 

“Sarah has had a tremen-
dous drive; nothing got her down. 
Ever. She lived a full life in her 

short years; she lived it with love 
and joy, which she gave to other 
people. If every kid worked one 
tenth of her stamina, there would 
be no limit to the things they could 
do” principal Cynthia Schneider, 
said.  

Sarah’s cheerful personality 
was admired by her teachers and 
peers. She was a diligent student 
and a cordial friend towards her 
classmates.   

“She was really nice and 
always very friendly, always having 
a smile on her face despite all the 
problems she had” alumnus Sarah 
Bianchi, said.  

“I will always remember her 
smile. She always smiled. For a 
person going through what she 
was going through, she smiled a 
lot. All the time” science teacher 
Georgia Douvres, said. 

“There are hardships that I 
don’t even desire in the first place 
to be given” Sarah Han, said in a 
previous interview. 

Sarah touched many hearts 
and is a graduate that will be re-
membered as a perseverance and 
loving individual. 

Sarah Han  
by Alexandra Krupa, layout editor and Teodora M, staff reporter
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Sarah Han happily recieved her diploma with Maria Valetk (picture on 
top) and took pictures with Kristina Papa (picture below) afterwards.



     Student Ambassadors ap-
plications are due by the end 

Ambassador applications are due 
by Sofia Khan, staff reporter

News

Throughout New York 
City, all sorts of school are 
mandating the education of 
HIV/AIDS. In the late 20th cen-
tury, HIV/AIDS became a long 
epidemic of issues resulting in 
people dying from this incur-
able virus. 

HIV stands for Human 
Immunodeficiency Virus, the 
virus that causes AIDS. The 
condition gradually destroys 
the immune system, which 
makes it harder for the body to 
fight infections. There are sev-
eral ways to contract HIV/AIDS 
such as through sexual contact 
including oral, vaginal/anal sex, 

through blood transfusions, ac-
cidental needlesticks, or needle 
sharing. A mother can even 
transmit the disease to her 
child, this can happen through 
their shared blood circulation, 
or a nursing mother can pass it 
to her baby in her breast milk.

HIV/AIDS became a 
largely national issue in the 
early 1980’s when individuals 
were dying quickly and unex-
pectedly from this deadly virus. 

“Well, theres too many 
students and even adults who 
are uneducated to this HIV. Not 
understanding that anyone can 
catch this disease. Some peo-

Significant steps towards HIV education
by Jamel Rogers, staff reporter

ple think it’s only gay men who 
contract this disease but its not. 
Everyone could potentially get 
it, so it amazing schools are 
doing this now,” Senior, Anasta-
sia Kalamaras, said. 

Not just schools are 
teaching students about HIV 
education; the general public is 
teaching adolescents, adults, 
and elders who are uneducated 
about the deadly disease.

“I think it’s great schools 
are now teaching us about HIV 
education, because most kids 
my age don’t know the differ-
ence between HIV or AIDS, 
and how you first have HIV 

and then gradually catch AIDS 
and soon die as a result if not 
treated,”  Sophomore Natalie 
Ka said.

According to the HIV/
AIDS center of pharmaceuti-
cals HIV can be prevented if 
people use condoms, regularly 
check if those interacting in 
intercourse are positive, and 
clean object’s before inserting 
into the skin.

of March. 
However, 
ambassa-
dors are only 
accepting 
freshman 
and sopho-
mores, due 
to a need for 
students to 
take on roles 
that current 
ambassadors 
will leave 
vacant once 
they graduate 

next year. 
     “We have 
so many 

junior ambassadors that when 

we graduate, there won’t be 
any people left, so we want to 
train younger students to take 
on our roles,” president of the 
ambassadors Salvatore Pitino 
said. 
     After receiving the applica-
tions, applicants are taken on 
as provisional ambassadors to 
see how they will work. They 
do jobs like speak at Town 
Halls and create posters and 
slides. They also contribute 
ideas and write up proposals 
for them. 
     “It was good because I got 
to see how it was to be an am-
bassador without actually being 
one,” provisional ambassador 
Mariana Krslovic said.

Site Source:
http://www.avert.org/aids-hiv-
prevention.htm
http://www.unfpa.org/hiv/pre-
vention.htm
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     After a week of observing 
how the provisional ambas-
sadors act, there is a vote to 
see whether or not they will 
be inducted. Present ambas-
sadors vote on whether or not 
they think that these provisional 
ambassadors are ready to take 
on a full time role. 
     An application can be 
found on the WJPS website 
(http://wjps.org), and must be 
filled out and handed in to Mr. 
Nisonoff by the end of this 
month. Requirements to be an 
ambassador are maintaining a 
C+ or higher in all classes, and 
being able to come to morning 
meetings at 7 am on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. 

Leslie Granados
Student ambassador meet in the auditorium before 
school stars to discuss issues concerning the 
school.

Photo by Leslie Granados 
Ms. Destefano is one of many teachers that are informing students on HIV and prevention during advisory.



A small group of students, 
along with their newspaper su-
pervisor Ms. Sackstein recently 
took a field trip to the News 
Corporation building in Manhat-
tan and met up with their Wall 
Street Journal (WSJ) mentors. 
The students were taken on a 
tour of the WSJ’s inner work-
ings and were addressed by 
their staff.

In the conference room, 
Jenny Strasburg, a reporter for 
the WSJ, told the story of how 
she became a journalist; from 
writing in her middle school 
newspaper to her internships 
and to the present, loving her 
present job.  She commented 
that she enjoys the social 
aspect of interviewing those 
who work in business and 
finance for the highly regarded 
publication.

“I find that I always learn 
something new when meeting 
new people and new journal-
ists. Being able to meet real 
reporters at the Wall Street 

by Katherine Capulong, staff reporter

Journal was definitely a great 
learning experience in general,” 
senior Naomi Smith George 
said. 

During the tour, the staff 
delved into the history of the 
WSJ, and how it has pro-
gressed.  Over the years, the 
blocks of text have become text 
with pictures and the Internet 
has allowed them to stream live 
broadcasts. It’s become more 
accessible and even writes 
lifestyle pieces, while still stay-
ing true to its original brand.  
WSJ in its time has been the 
publisher of over 30 Pulitzer 
winning pieces and prominently 
displays the awards in a hall in 
which the walls are covered in 
text from their paper, as seen 
and described on the tour.

“It was very exciting to be 
in the studio and watch journal-
ists working right in front of 
you.  I also liked the hall where 
you saw the progression of the 
newspaper over time,” junior 
Alexander Mildener said.

Students get a glimpse 
of a career in journalism 

News
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After reading chapters 
fillled with corn sex, McDon-
ald’s anecdotes and wit, Ms. 
DeStefano’s AP Language and 
Composition class made a 
visit to a farm upstate in order 
to connect what they read in 
“The Omnivore’s Dilemma” 
to a farm modeled after Joe 
Salatin’s, a man whose farm 
was described in great detail 
throughout the novel.

“After read-
ing ‘The Omnivore’s 
Dilemma,’ it was an 
amazing opportu-
nity to experience 
sustainable farming 
practices firsthand,” 
English teacher Ms. 
DeStefano said.

On the farm sits a res-
taurant that uses the farm as 
a resource for their produce. 
The class prepared their lunch 
in the restaurant, but first 
grabbed ingredients from the 
farm. They collected eggs from 
where the chickens and hens 
were housed. In the green-
house, where seven different 
types of spinach are grown, 
the students picked their own 
spinach. The farmers showed 
how they experimented with 

certain varieties of greenery, 
one experiment being purple 
snow peas.  

Walking around the farm, 
students saw pigs and sheep, 
who were kept in different 
spaces by age, which is also 
a determining factor in their 
slaughter.  The other factors 
include weight, body, and 
conditioning. The wool of the 
sheep gets sold, like the other 

products grown on 
the farm, the sale of 
which was usually 
kept local instead of 
shipping off products, 
which would make 
the products have a 
shorter shelf life in 

the consumer’s home accord-
ing to the tour guide.

The students cooked 
omelettes in the restaurant’s 
kitchen from the eggs and spin-
ach they picked, and as it came 
to an end, many talked of going 
back to see the farm on their 
own during the summer. 

“It was really interest-
ing to be introduce to such a 
healthy lifestyle and it made me 
think twice about where I want 
to buy my food in the future,” 
junior Le Ann Mello said.

by Katherine Capulong, staff reporter

Class examines 
dilemma at 

upstate farm

“It was an amaz-
ing opportunity 
to experience 
sustainable 
farming practic-
es firsthand”

Ms. DeStefano

Photo by Katherine Capulong 

Photo provided by Ms. Sackstein 
Students take a group picture 
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Bella is such a good girl. 
She has been learning many 
new tricks so quickly and she 
loves me so much. Every time 
she sees me, she wags her 
tail and jumps on my legs. It 
may be because I continu-
ously spoil her to death with 
my affection and treats. Bella 
and I do everything together. 
When I was younger, I would 
even come home after school 
and talk to her about my day. 
My house feels so secure with 
her around. I know my family 
and I feel safe knowing Bella 
is watching over our house all 
hours of the day. My parents 
say she is like another daugh-
ter. 
  There has been a 
conclusion amongst different 
pet owners that there are dog 
people and cat people. The 
connection that people feel 
towards their pet allows them 
to verify this conclusion. Ac-
cording to Associated Press-
Petside.com poll, there are a 
lot of more people who prefer 
dogs than they prefer cats. 74 
% like dogs better and 41% like 
cats better.  
 “I agree with this poll, 
I’m much more of a dog person 
than a cat person. Cats aren’t 
really affectionate and fun to 
play around with. I don’t really 
feel like you can teach a cat 
tricks as much as you can with 
dogs. Cats do whatever they 
please however dogs always 
like to interact. My dog, Hank, 
always wants to cuddle with 
my sister and I,” Sophomore, 
Jackie Fox said. 
  Both animals have 
large differences in their 
personalities. According to 
psychologytoday.com/blog/
canine-corner, dogs will intrude 
and bark if they are trying to 
seek attention to heal their 
loneliness. On the other hand, 
cats seem to be invisible and 
will only come out to play in the 
evening, especially if that is 
when they are to be fed. Dogs 
will participate much longer in 
play activities than cats would. 
For example, a dog would ex-

by Giorgina Orofino, news editor

cessively continue to play the 
game of fetch and would rarely 
quit the game first. However, 
a cat would play for a short 
period of time then slowly walk 
away. 
 “My eldest cat doesn’t 
really like to play that much but 
I think thats because she is 
extremely overweight. How-
ever, her kittens love to play 
fight, but after a while they do 
get bored and just wander off,” 
Senior, Gabriela Luciano said. 
 Recently, Sam Gos-
ling, a psychologist at the Uni-
versity of Texas in Austin came 
up with a web based study in 
which 4,565 people were asked 
whether they were dog people, 
cat people, neither or both. His 
results shows that, “There is a 
widely held cultural belief that 
the pet species -- dog or cat 
-- with which a person has the 
strongest affinity says some-
thing about the individual’s 
personality, and this research 
suggests there are a wide 
range of differences on major 
personality traits between dog 
people and cat people."
 According to Gosling’s 
data, cat owners are one third 
more likely to live alone and in 
an apartment than dog own-
ers. While on the other hand, 
dog owners live in a house, 
are married and have a family. 

Dogs are the pets that seem to 
be the most common because 
they are proven to work very 
well with children of all ages. 
 “For the many years 
that I have been working with 
animals, dogs have always 
been part of a large family par-
ticularly with children. Being a 
parent myself, I have a golden 
retriever and he makes the per-
fect addition to my home and 
provides my family with a lot of 
security and comfort,” Veteri-
narian, Mr. Mendoza said. 
There are few differences 
between the two that affect the 
owners personality. Cat owners 
are typically more bashful as 
compared to the dog owners 
who are more dominant and 
outgoing. A difference be-
tween the two is the cat 
owners actually seem 
to be much more trust-
ing than dog owners. 
 “Dogs are 
supposed to be 
the submissive 
meanwhile their 
owner takes the 
leadership role. 
This allows the 
dog to not try to control the 
house and by them listen-
ing to their owner makes 
for a happier and healthier 
home,” said Cesar Millan, 
on the Dog Whisperer. 

The relationship between a 
pet and its owner blossoms so 
much, sort of like the relation-
ship between a person with an-
other. A pet is like a human for 
its sense of feeling lonely and 
knowing when its not wanted. 
However, a dog is said to show 
these traits much more than a 
cat, stated previously a dog will 
crave for its owner’s attention. 
 “My dog will always 
eat my shoes and literally sit on 
my head if I’m lying down just 
so I can cuddle with her and 
give her attention. She loves 
to cuddle with me and gets so 
happy when I rub under her 
chin,” Senior, Stacey Kalama-
ras said. 
 As both animals make 
a great addition to one’s home, 
its important to make the right 
choice. As stated before, a cat 
person is said to be unag-
gressive and most likely can’t 
handle a playful pup. The same 
concept goes for dog owners 
who are willing to shower their 
dog with loads of time and af-
fection but end up with a timid 
cat. 

Who the heart goes to...

Photo provided by Giorgina Orofino
“My German Shepherd and I were best friends for 13 years.” 



As his eyes start to get 
heavier, his neck starts to 
become weaker, as if it can’t 
hold up his head anymore. 
The teacher goes on, for what 
seems like forever, with his lec-
ture and is like a lullaby to the 
sleepy student’s senses. He 
thinks to himself, “I should’ve 
gone to sleep earlier yesterday 
night, now I’m stuck in this bor-
ing classroom for another 40 
minutes. I’ll just close my eyes 
and rest my head for a few 
minutes.”

As he wakes up to the 
sound of the bell, signaling the 
end of the period, he hears his 
teacher say, “Okay guys, we 
have a test tomorrow that will 
be 40 percent of your grade, 
and it will be on today’s les-
son.” Uh-Oh.

“I think that they’re not 
responsible of their education,” 
Junior Steve Zouvelos said 

Many students tend to 
feel drowsy during the school 
day. This can be the effects 
of the lack of sleep, or it can 
simply be because of not eat-
ing a good breakfast. There 
are many ways to prevent the 
sleep that threatens to attack in 
the middle of class.

Sleeping in class leads 
to many consequences. Some 
of these may be missing 
important lectures and notes, 
missing test dates, not hearing 
about the homework, not doing 
classwork, and overall a drop in 
academic grades. 

“Of course [there is a 

drop in grades], because 
they aren’t paying attention in 
class, and they aren’t learning. 
Especially if its an exam class, 
because they need to know the 
material to pass the test with a 
higher grade, and they are not 
applying what they learned,” 
said English teacher Mr. Cross.

There are some students 
that won’t even take a person 
seriously any more because of 
the amount of times they have 
slept during class.

 “I feel like it is very 
disrespectful to the teacher and 
it is an act of laziness and lack 
of care for your own personal 
educational well-being”, said 
Junior Nikitas Tromouhis.  

“A student sleeping can 
affect the general mood of the 
class, because if some people 
want to rest and they see 
someone sleeping, they would 
want to rest”, Mr. Cross adds. 

Tips to stay awake in 
class
by Yohwan Cha, staff reporter 

Fighting the urge to fall 
asleep can be essential. 
Here are ten some tips to 
stay awake in class:
1) Sit up straight in your 
chair. Slouching can attract 
sleep.
2) Don’t lean on your hands.
3) Maintain a regular sleep 
schedule even on the week-
ends.
4) Try to get at least 8.5 to 
9.5 hours of sleep every 
night.
5) Eat a good breakfast.
6) Exercise in the morning or 
walk to school

An adult Common 
Dolphin could no longer hang 
on to its life and perished in 
the Gowanus Canal located 
in Brooklyn, NY. The seven 
foot long, 345 pound dolphin 
was completely covered in oil, 
muck and other waste accord-
ing to the New York Times. Its 
skin which was originally grey, 
turned black due to the polluted 
waters. The dolphin could bare-
ly rise to the surface to breathe 
because the weight of the oil 
pinned it down. It eventually 
died at 6 PM on January 26th 
according to Daily News.

The Riverhead Founda-
tion conducted a necropsy to 
determine the cause of death. 
Despite the dolphin being 
covered in oil, this was not 
determined to be the cause of 
death. The dolphin was very 
old, (about 25 years), starving 
and was suffering from kidney 
stones and ulcers according to 
Daily News. 

Superviser of the River-
head Foundation and Marine 
Biologist Julika Wocial stated: 
“The examination was con-
ducted and the preliminary 
findings are as follows: The 
male adult common dolphin 
measured over 7 feet in length 
and weighed 343 lbs. The teeth 
exhibited a wear pattern con-
sistent with advanced age. The 
body condition of the dolphin 
was noted as thin. Samples 
were collected and will be 
submitted for microscopic 
evaluation. The digestive sys-
tem was noted as empty with 
ulcerations on the tongue and 
stomach lining. Parasites were 
noted within the liver, stomach 
and sinuses. The right kidney 
was marked by the presence 
of multiple kidney stones. The 
findings of the gross examina-
tion of this individual support 
a chronic debilitating health 
condition.” 

There was much contro-
versy over the dolphin’s death. 
Several people on twitter made 
incredibly harsh comments 
that rescuers refused to save 

Feature

Dolphin perishes in 
Gowanus Canal 

by Alexander Mildener, staff reporter 
the dolphin. However, Wocial 
stated “When our team arrived 
on scene the decision was 
made to monitor the animal 
through a tide cycle to see if 
it would move out of the area 
on its own in deeper water. 
In the meantime, options of 
human intervention were being 
discussed and the factors that 
needed to be considered were: 
the mud was too dangerous for 
people to go into the canal; the 
area was too shallow for any 
rescue boats at low tide; the 
canal was potentially polluted 
and “toxic”; there was no ceta-
cean rehabilitation tank avail-
able for this animal if it were to 
be removed from the water.

“There would have been 
less controversy if they saved 
the dolphin from the filthy 
water. If they sent more profes-
sional help as in government 
help, none of this would have 
happened,” junior Peter Vec-
chio said. 

Dolphins are common to 
the NY area. However, they are 
not normally found this close 
to shore. They are usually 
found several miles out into 
the Atlantic. Every summer 
a population of nearly 3,000 
Bottlenose Dolphins migrate to 
New Jersey. Common Dolphins 
can be found in the NY and NJ 
area throughout the year. How-
ever, a few dolphins have been 
known to stray into city harbors 
and ports. 

Whale and dolphin popu-
lations are suffering in NY and 
NJ. However, there is some-
thing everyone can do to help. 
“Anybody can aid in protect-
ing marine mammals and sea 
turtles by cleaning the beaches 
and not leaving garbage on the 
beach, by spreading the word 
to their families and friends, 
donating to marine mammal 
and sea turtle rescue organiza-
tions, and not disturbing marine 
mammals and sea turtles if 
they do encounter them in the 
wild, but calling a local Marine 
Mammal and Sea Turtle Res-
cue Organization” says Wocial.
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Alexander Heit’s life and 
final text was quickly cut off mid 
sentence. Police had reported 
(http://www.nydailynews.com/
news/national/parents-texting-
driving) that the 22 year old, 
had drifted into oncoming traf-
fic, jerked the steering wheel 
and went off the road, rolling 
in his car. Alexander had been 
responding to a friend. Hiis last 
text read,  “Sounds good my 
man, seeya soon, ill tw” before 
he crashed his car and died.

According to Texting and 
Driving Safety (www.textin-
ganddrivingsafety.com), 196 
billion text messages are sent 
or received in the US.  Vehicle 
crashes are one of the top 
causes of death for 15-20 year 
olds, and about 6,000 deaths 
are caused by distracted driv-
ers every year. As if driving with 
distraction wasn't dangerous 
enough, putting a teenager with 
a cell phone behind the wheel 
makes it much worse.

The popularity of mobile 
devices has had some unin-
tended and even dangerous 
consequences. Texting and 
driving are linked to a sig-
nificant increase in distracted 
driving, resulting in injury and 
death. The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration 
(www.fcc.gov/guides/texting-
while-driving) reported that 
in 2010driver distraction was 
the cause of 18 percent of all 
fatal crashes with 3,092 people 
killed and accidents resulting 
in an injury of 416,000 people 
wounded.

40% of all American 
teens state (http://www.fcc.gov/
guides/texting-while-driving) 
that they have been in a car 
when the driver used a cell 
phone in a way that put people 
in danger.

Text messaging creates 
a risk of crashing. According 
to Texting and Driving ((www.
textinganddriving.com/texting-
and-driving-stats/) it’s 23 times 
worse than driving while not 
being distracted. Drivers aged 
18 to 20 who were involved in 

an automobile accident and 
survived admitted they were 
sending or receiving texts when 
they crashes. 

“At our Driving School, 
[one] part of our five hour 
classes is [that] we show a 
variety of videos that give teens 
drivers simple, clear instruc-
tions not to use their wireless 
devices while driving.  One 
of the videos is an episode 
from Dr. Phil's talk show on 
how teens are distracted. It 
explained how a boy had actu-
ally murdered a man being 
distracted behind the wheel. It 
goes well with new drivers be-
fore they are about to get their 
licenses, because it discusses 
the fact that taking their eyes 
off the road even for a few 
seconds could cost someone 
injury, or even death,” driving 
instructor Richard Harris said.

Teens make up the 
largest portion of drivers who 
get distracted behind the 
wheel. According to Texting 
and Driving (www.textingand-
drivingsafety.com), 40% of all 
American teens say they have 
been in a car when the driver 
used a cell phone in a way that 
put people in danger. Drivers 
who use handheld devices are 
four times more likely to get 
into crashes serious enough to 
injure themselves.

“When picking up a 
student while giving a driv-
ing lesson, I usually tell the 
driver to turn their cell phone 
off or leave it at home. Before 
having a road test, we usu-
ally ask people to identify the 
most dangerous distraction 

on the highway today; about 
half [answer] with cell phones. 
It blows my mind how this 
generation, they’re so attached 
to these mobile devices and 
how quick it can become a 
distraction especially when 
driving. These small pieces of 
technology are not only putting 
the driver at risk, but others 
surrounding them,” driving 
instructor Ezra Phillips said.   
Textinganddrivingsafety(http://
www.textinganddrivingsafety.
com/texting-and-driving-stats/)  
reported that in 2011, 3,331 
people were killed in crashes 
involving a distracted driver, 
compared to the 3,267 in 2010. 
An additional 387,000 people 
were injured in vehicle crashes 
involving a distracted driver. 
Yet Teens have ignored these 
statistics; instead, they increas-
ingly use phones, and even 
laptops, to turn their cars into 
mobile offices and entertain-
ment centers, making roads 
more dangerous. 

“Since I have recently 
got my license, I would have 
to say that yes, my phone is 
somewhat a distraction while I 
am driving. I usually just check 
my phone at red lights, but I try 
my best not to get too focused 
on my phone,” junior Leeann 
Mello said.

Helpful Tips every parent 
should know to help keep their 
teens safe on the road: Source: 
(http://www.toyotainaction.
com/)

Be a model driver. 
Parents are the first and best 
driving instructors, role models 
who lead by example.

Insist that teens always 
wear a seat belt. Peer pressure 
must never take a backseat to 
safety.

Educate teens to avoid 
distractions and limit all other 
activity while on the road. Tex-
ting and cell phones are not the 
only distractions. For example, 
eating while driving, bringing 
pets into the vehicle, and other 
outside things can all interfere 
with keeping one’s eyes on the 
road.

Restrict teen passengers, 
whether friends or relatives. 
For every additional teen pas-
senger in the car, chances of 
distractions that could lead to 
accidents increase  

“I had my License for 
about a year now, and it’s 
almost impossible to not check 
my phone if it does go off. 
I’d admit that my phone is a 
definitely constant distrac-
tion at times, as it goes I think 
with any other teen with a cell 
phone. I always remind myself 
that a simple text can not only 
put myself in danger but those 
who are in the car with me,” 
new driver and former WJPS 
student Sarah Bianchi said.

    Sites like distraction.
gov (http://www.distraction.
gov/content/get-the-facts/state-
laws.html) offer an interac-
tive map that shows different 
states,and provides information 
about the laws against Texting 
and Driving. On other sites like 
It Can Wait (www.itcanwait.
com/), there is a pledge to join 
to try and put a stop to Texting 
and Driving, along with many 
other states that are also in a 
positive trend that are attempt-
ing to push new laws that 
would enact full bans on hand-
held cell phone use while driv-
ing. When a driver texts, they 
should remember that in the 
five seconds they look away 
to check their phone, not only 
are they putting themselves in 
danger, but the people around 
them as well. A text message 
can always wait.

Texting and driving: It can wait
by Brianna Paolotti, staff reporter

Feature
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After a four year break 
from music, and a focus on act-
ing, Justin Timberlake makes a 
comeback with his new album 
“The 20/20 Experience.” 

The long awaited album 
was released this past month, 
with also the release of the 
new number one hit, “Suit and 
Tie,” featuring Jay-Z. He’s also 
made long awaited appear-
ances on talk shows, as well 
as Saturday Night Live, where 
he was both the host and the 
musical guest. 

“I saw Justin Timberlake’s 
episode of Saturday Night Live 
and he was amazing. I loved 
his skit with vegan ville and 
the fact that old regulars were 
back on like Steve Martin,” said 
senior, Rocio Bauer.

Justin Timberlake always 
believed he was going to take 
a break from music, telling Roll-
ing Stone, “I will not be the type 
of artist that puts out 10 to 15 
albums." 

Two weeks before the 
“Suit and Tie” came on the 
radio, Timberlake placed a 
video on youtube which blew 
up in a matter of hours. It dis-
cussed that he took a break to 

Entertainment

create something that he was 
ultimately proud of, and that he 
was ready to release some-
thing more. 

With the release of a 
new album, in most cases, 
comes with a tour following 
it.  It is confirmed that Justin 
Timberlake will have a tour 
for his album, and speculated 
that Jay-Z may join the tour as 
well. Until then, New Yorkers 
will get a taste of the tour when 
Timberlake, accompanied by 
Jay-Z, will hold a concert at 
Yankee Stadium.

“I really hope to get 
tickets for the concert. I already 
saw him once before there and 
it’s a lot of fun. It’s a completely 
different experience because 
you’re at the stadium,” said 
sophomore Ysbel Hernandez. 

Those who think this will 
be the end of Justin Timberlake 
acting for a few years should 
think again, for he’s starring 
in two films this year: Runner 
Runner and The Last Drop. 

Whether someone is 
a fan of Justin Timberlake’s 
acting or singing, everyone will 
be pleased with the big year 
ahead for this triple threat. 

The triple threat is 
back in action

by Colleen Fox, entertainment editor
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Music's elite joined 
together for 
the 55th 
annual 
Grammy 
Awards, 
hosted by actor 
and rapper LL Cool 
J. The Grammy’s 
returned to 
Staples Center 
in Los Angeles 
on Sunday, Febru-
ary 10. 

Tay-
lor Swift 
appeared 
in a white 
top hat and 
spunky pants to 
kick off the night 
with a rention of 
her hit single 
"We Are Never 
Ever Getting 
Back Together."She 
danced alongside 
acrobats, 
clowns, 
men on 
stilts and 
an actor of 
her ex-boyfriend 
pinned to a spin-
ning target.

“When I 
was younger 
I thought there 
was no such thing as the 
Grammys, 
But when 
I watched 
it two 
years ago 
and watched 
P!nk perform ‘Glit-
ter In the Air,’ I fell 
in love with it,” 
senior Michelle 
Rivera said. 

The evening 
promised a little some-
thing for 
everyone 
with 
perfor-
mances by 

by Jamel Rogers, staff reporter

Frank Ocean, Mumford & 
Sons, Dan 

Auerbach, 
Rihanna, 
and a 

comeback 
performance by 

Justin Timberlake.
“I actu-

ally enjoyed the 
Grammy’s this 
year, I realized it 

was different from 
the last few years, but it 

was still 
very in-
teresting. 
My favorite 

performance 
was Alicia Keys 

and Maroon 5”. 
Said 8th Grader, 
Belinda Poly-
carpe. 

            The 
Grammy’s ended with 

a tribute to the legendary 
reggae 
Bob 
Marley in 

a perfor-
mance open-

ing by Bruno Mars 
singing “Locked 
out of Heaven,” 
followed by 
Rihanna, Ziggy 

Marley, Sting, and 
Junior Marley appearing 

on stage 
with a 
medley of 
songs. 

 This 
years Grammy’s 

was a fun party, 
whether one was 
there or a 
viewer at home. 
Although some 

people were disap-
pointed that their favorites 

in music did 
not win, 
the night 
was one 

to remember.

Music’s biggest night

Adele
Song of
 the Year

Best Pop 
Vocal Album

Kelly Clarkson 

Skrillex

Frank Ocean

Best Dance 
Recording

Best Solo 
Preformance 

New Artist 
FUN

Photo by Colleen Fox
Justin Timberlake’s The 20/20 Experience hit the shelves in March 
2013. 



WJPS Junior 
Costas Mastoras 

varsity soccer player
YC: What did you have to do 
to prepare yourself for the 
tryouts?
CM: “I had to play soccer al-
most all the time, so that I can 
get better.”
YC:: What  is the competition 
like on when you’re on the 
Francis Lewis athletic teams?
CM: “It's very difficult and takes 
a lot of hard work to play with 
the other players."
YC: How do you manage your 
time between school work and 
athletics?
CM: “It is extremely difficult 
because I have practice until 
six in the evening, then I come 
home and do all of my home-
work in a short amount of time.”
YC: What are some advantag-
es and disadvantages to joining 
an athletic team?
CM: “Disadvantages can be 
spending less time on home-
work, which usually leads 
to lower grades and some 
advantages are if you play well 
and impress college coaches, 
you may be noticed and have 
a better chance of getting ac-
cepted into a good college and 
you push yourself to get better 
because of the competition on 
the team.”

Sports

by Yohwan Cha, staff reporter

All WJPS high school stu-
dents are encouraged to partic-
ipate in Francis Lewis athletic 
teams. If an athlete is planning 
on trying out for a team, they 
must be good at that particular 
sport, and have a knowledge of 
the game beforehand.  

Most athletic teams in 
Francis Lewis have two levels 
of competition, junior varsity 
(JV) and varsity, for the differ-
ent skill levels of many different 
players. The competition on the 
Varsity level is the more com-
petitive of the two levels of the 
team, making the Varsity level 
of the team more difficult to join 
than the Junior varsity level.

Freshmen, sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors are al-
lowed to play/tryout for varsity, 
but only underclassmen such 
as Freshman and Sophomores 
are allowed to play for JV.

Tryouts are for the 
coaches to see which players 
are good enough for a spot on 
the team, or has the potential 
to become a great player and 
is also a place for many people 
to go and compete against one 
another for a few spots on the 
team. 

Tryouts can become very 
competitive because so many 
people want to be on the team 
but there are few spots on the 
team for players. In some rare 
cases, there is what is called a 
“walk-in”. “Walk-in’s” are when 
whoever comes with the inten-
tion of joining the team and you 
are automatically on the team.

Being on an athletic team 
can affect your schedule in 
many ways, because practice 
and games  can take up a 
majority of your time. To be on 
a team and remain there, a 
one must not fail or be failing 
any classes and this can affect 
many students chances of 
joining a team. Passing classes 
while playing on a team can 
be very difficult, so a student 
athlete would have to manage 
their time wisely.

WJPS Junior 
Nikitas Troumouhis    

Yohwan Cha: What did you 
have to do to prepare yourself 
for the tryouts?
Nikitas Troumouhis: Put-
ting up a lot of shots, like free 
throws, layups, jump-shots, 
mid-range, and three pointers, 
and a lot of conditioning for the 
long runs you will endure.
YC: What  is the competition 
like on when you’re on the 
Francis Lewis athletic teams?
NT: The competition on a 
Varsity team will make a weak 
person crumble with all the 
game-pressures and standards 
that comes with playing on a 
high school Varsity team.
YC: How do you manage your 
time between school work and 
athletics?
NT: A true athlete is one who 
can manage and make time for 
everything.
YC: What are some advantag-
es and disadvantages to joining 
an athletic team?
NT: Some advantages would 
be that you would get physi-
cally stronger and depending 
on your coach, you can get 
smarter because the coach 
will push you because in order 
to stay on the team you have 
to do well in school. Some 
disadvantages is that practices 
are long, you have to be fully 
focused on your sport, which 
can cause you to give less ef-
fort on other things.

WJPS Freshmen 
Tommy Mastoras 

varsity soccer player
YC: What did you have to do 
to prepare yourself for the 
tryouts?
T.M: "I play soccer at least 5 
days a week and practice a lot 
to get better."
YC: What  is the competition 
like on when you’re on the 
Francis Lewis athletic teams?
T.M: "It's very difficult, because 
I am a freshman and everyone 
is older and bigger, but hard 
work pays off."
YC: How do you manage your 
time between school work and 
athletics?
T.M: "It's very hard because 
I get home everyday at six 
because of the practices, which 
leaves me very little time for 
me to do my homework."
YC: What are some advantag-
es and disadvantages to joining 
an athletic team?
T.M: “Some disadvantages can 
be the lack of time I have on 
homework and school work, 
and the lack of time I have for 
myself. Some advantages of 
being on an athletic team are 
the new people you get to meet 
and spend time with on the 
team, and the coach pushes 
you and you become more 
disciplined.”

School partners with Francis Lewis athletics
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